
Our Savior’s Way Lutheran Church 

Candidates for Elections to be held November 15, 2020 

(2-year terms beginning January 2021) 

 

Nominees for Vice President (*incumbent seeking 2nd term, need 1) 

Mike Meese* 
I have been a member of Our Savior’s Way for the past seven years.  We 

joined shortly after moving here when I retired from West Point after a career 

in the Army.  Both of our daughters were married at Our Savior’s Way and our 

grandchildren were baptized in the church.  I currently serve as an Elder, on 

the OSWLC finance committee, and I coordinate the Saturday Men’s 

Fellowship breakfast.  I have experience in church lay leadership, having 

served as President of the West Point Lutheran Church, as Chair of Concordia 

College in Bronxville, New York, and on the Board of Regents of the Atlantic 

District, LCMS.  I have enjoyed serving the church during the past two years 

and would be honored to continue to do so, if elected. 

 

 

 

Nominees for Secretary (need 1) 

Gwen Kennedy 
My name is Gwen Kennedy and I have been coming to Our Saviors Way for 

over thirteen years now. You sometimes can find me singing in the Praise 

team, helping organize Rise Against Hunger, or working with social ministries 

to organize meals for the Loudoun Homeless Shelter.  I have served on the 

M&M’s in years past as an at large member, so I am familiar with the duties 

of the Secretary.  I feel blessed to be a part of such a great church community 

that continues to grow in the Spirit! I would be honored to share my gifts and 

serve. 

 

 

  



Nominees for MMSLG – Members at Large (*incumbent seeking 2nd term, need 2) 

John Keppel* 
My wife Margie and I have been attending Our Savior's Way since we were 

married in August 2015 and have been members since early 2016.  I have 7 

children (previous marriage), 2 children-in-law, 2 step children and 4 

grandchildren.  I’ve served in Hospitality with Margie, as a Grace Place 4th 

grade teacher, a VBS helper, and for the last 2 years on the MMSLG.  Margie 

and I enjoy fellowshipping with the Cooking with Spirit small group and 

attend Pastor Peterson’s Sunday School class.  I’m grateful to God for the 

wonderful fellowship and community at Our Savior’s Way.  I’m also humbled 

to be nominated to serve again, and grateful for the opportunity to serve 

alongside others to help navigate the next steps in God’s plan for our Pastoral 

transition journey.  

 

Maria Nicolau  

I have been a member of Our Savior's Way for the last 10 years.  During 

those years I have actively participated in numerous Bible studies, including 

Crossways with Pastor Ralph.  Served two terms as a member of Open Arms 

Board of Governance, have been a member of the Women's Ministry and 

helped organize the Women's Retreat for the past 5 years.  For the past two 

years I have been involved in the Comfort Dog Ministry, which has been very 

rewarding personally. It's an honor to have been nominated to serve in the 

MMSLG and to be part of Our Savior's Way wonderful congregation.  It will 

give a continued opportunity to keep serving the Ashburn community. 

 

 

Kim Perdos* 

I have been a member of Our Saviors Way for over 15 years. During those 

years, I have served as an usher and scripture reader, played in the hand bell 

choir, and been involved in numerous Sunday School classes, bible studies, 

and Women's Ministry activities. I have been married to my husband Vince 

for 29 years and we have two grown children, Michael and Jillian who were 

both confirmed at Our Saviors Way!  Professionally, I've worked for Northrop 

Grumman for the past 30+ years.  It’s been a privilege serving on the MMSLG 

the past two years and I would be honored to continue, if elected. 

 

  



Nominees for Open Arms Board of Governance (*incumbent seeking 2nd term, need 2) 

Leslie Apecechea* 
My family has been attending OSWLC since 2011.  During that time I have had 

the privilege of serving on the Open Arms Board of Governance for the past 

two years, being involved with the Amos Comfort Dog Ministry, teaching 

Grace Place, serving during the VBS week, leading a confirmation small group, 

attending Quake and work camp.  I look forward to the opportunity to grow in 

faith and service to our church community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Ehlert 
My family has attended Our Savior’s Way since 2007.   My children are former 

students of Open Arms and have participated in Grace Place, Chimes and JC 

Kids for many years.  My husband, Dan, was previously the accountant for 

both the church and school.  I have served as Communion Assistant.  

Professionally, I am an analyst for Gannett Co., Inc in the Legal/Real Estate 

Department.  I have been with Gannett for the past twenty-two years.   

 
 


