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“Joseph . . . wasn’t protected from the circumstances, but in the 
circumstances.” Alistair Begg, The Hand of God  

For the past two weeks, we have been looking at the story of a man named 
Joseph. He was the favorite son of the last Old Testament Patriarch, Jacob 
who was also known as “Israel.” He was a principled young man who 
refused to compromise his beliefs or values. He was a gifted young man 
through whom God chose to speak through his dreams and via his ability to 
interpret the dreams of others. Joseph was on a path that would take him 
from living in a tent and herding sheep to living in a palace as the number 
two man in the greatest world power at that time. From a multi-colored 
robe to the robes and jewelry of a majestic ruler, Joseph’s story is a true 
“rags to riches” epic. But it is also a story of struggle, sadness, suffering, 
and surrender.  

If you would please open your Bibles to Genesis 39, we will pick up Joseph’s 
story. A quick re-cap: Joseph had eleven brothers who – ten of whom were 
half-brothers – who, out of jealousy and resentment, sold him to a caravan 
of Ishmaelites traveling to Egypt. “Now Joseph had been brought down to 
Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an 
Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him 
down there. The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, 
and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. His master saw that the 
Lord was with him and that the Lord caused all that he did to succeed in 
his hands. So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he 
made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. 
From the time he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, 
the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of 
the Lord was on all that he had, in house and field. So he left all that he 
had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about 
anything but the food he ate.” 

Let’s stop there for a bit.  
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I am impressed by God’s Word this morning, specifically where it says “The 
Lord was with Joseph. Betrayed by his brothers, sold into slavery, and 
bought by Potiphar, Joseph should have felt all alone in the world. His 
robe of many colors” (Genesis 37:3) had been ripped from his body and 
presented to his father as proof of death. Jacob mourned him as a soul in 
Sheol; he was cut-off from his dad. His brothers – his own flesh-and-blood 
had not killed him only when they figured they could sell him into slavery 
and make a profit. No loving and joyous family reunion this year! Joseph 
was alone…but not quite: “The Lord with Joseph.” 

“The Lord was with Joseph. Not only that, but we are also told that his 
master saw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord caused all that 
he did to succeed in his hands.” Joseph was never alone. God was with him 
the whole time. At the bottom of the pit where his brothers initially 
planned to leave him until they handed him off to the Ishmaelites, who 
then sold him to Potiphar, Joseph may have been rejected, ejected, and 
dejected by everyone else, but he was never alone. God was with him. “The 
Lord was with Joseph.” 

We pick up at verse 6: “Now Joseph was handsome in form and 
appearance. And after a time his master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph 
and said, ‘Lie with me.’ But he refused and said to his master’s wife, 
‘Behold, because of me my master has no concern about anything in the 
house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. He is not 
greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me 
except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great 
wickedness and sin against God?’ And as she spoke to Joseph day after 
day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her. But one 
day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of 
the house was there in the house, she caught him by his garment, saying, 
‘Lie with me.’ But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of 
the house. And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her 
hand and fled out of the house, she called to the men of her household 
and said to them, ‘See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. 
He came into me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. And as 
soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his 
garment beside me and fled and got out of the house.’ Then she laid up 
his garment by her until his master came home, and she told him the 
same story, saying, ‘The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among 
us, came in to me to laugh at me. But as soon as I lifted up my voice and 



cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.’ As soon as 
his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, ‘This is the way 
your servant treated me,’ his anger was kindled. And Joseph’s master 
took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners 
were confined, and he was there in prison. But the Lord was with Joseph 
and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of 
all the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he 
was the one who did it. The keeper of the prison paid no attention to 
anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the Lord was with him. And 
whatever he did, the Lord made it succeed.” 

What a resume: Dreamer. Tattle-tell. Betrayed. Slave. Servant. Betrayed 
again. Prisoner. Trustee. Knowing right from wrong. Principled. Successful. 
And, “The Lord was with Joseph.” To an outside observer, none of this 
would make any sense. A similar situation was experienced by a man 
named Job, all because the devil made a bet with God. As Job’s wife was 
walking out on him, she quipped, “Do you still hold fast to your integrity? 
Curse God and die.” (Job 2:9) Joseph had done nothing wrong; in fact, he 
tried to always do the right thing. Maybe he was tempted to think God was 
just messing with him. Perhaps he felt that life was being unfair, and God 
was unconcerned: many do when life seems unfair and doesn’t go their 
way. “But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and 
gave him favor.” 

Joseph knew God’s presence in his life, despite its miserable twists and 
turns. Potiphar “saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord caused 
all that he did to succeed in his hands…The keeper of the prison paid no 
attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the Lord was 
with him.” So, if God tells us this story about Joseph (which He does), it is 
because He is trying to clearly state an important life-lesson: “God can use 
your Egypt to teach you that He is with you.” Friends may abandon you; 
family may desert you; fellow workers may walk away; your dog may even 
go home with someone else; but God sticks with you. “I will never leave 
you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5) He says. And He means what He says!  

So, was Joseph being punished by God? No. He was being tested and 
trained for the greater things God had in store for him. Did Joseph choose 
the right thing simply in the hope of God’s blessings, or because he loved 
God? Listen to how Joseph responded to Potiphar’s wife’s seduction: “How 



can I do this great wickedness and sin against my God?” Joseph was well 
aware of God’s presence and providence, even in his predicament. He 
recognized the Lord’s blessings as the gifts of His love, not the rewards for 
doing things “by the book,” so to speak. Max Lucado observes that “This 
chapter of your life looks like rehab, smells like unemployment, sounds like 
a hospital, but ask the angels [and they will tell you], ‘Oh, she’s in 
training.’”  

It is Christ Jesus who makes the invitation to you in the midst of your 
storms, your shame, your suffering: “Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me. For I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 
Jesus doesn’t say, “Come to Me and I’ll give you a break…I’ll give you a rose 
garden…I’ll take all your troubles from you…I’ll see to it that you live on 
easy street the rest of your life.” No, Jesus says, “I will give you rest.” Jesus 
doesn’t say, “Let Me take your bags and carry your burdens so you don’t 
have to.” What He says to those who work and struggle and toil and feel 
the pain of the long day is this: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” 

“The Lord was with Joseph” although he was sold into slavery and unjustly 
thrown into prison. “The Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast 
love and gave him favor… Alistair Begg writes that “God was fashioning 
Joseph for leadership in the crucible of suffering, hammering out his 
convictions on the anvil of life.” (The Hand of God, 121)  

I have shown that in Joseph’s story, we see a Biblical example of what St. 
Paul wrote to the Romans: “And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.” (Romans 8:28) What we see in Joseph’s life-story we experience 
on this side of heaven. What Joseph finds throughout the long days of trials 
and torments, we can discover also: The Lord is with us in the midst of our 
storms, standing in the boat of our life battered by wind and save, saying 
out, Peace! Be still! (Mark 4:29) And the winds cease, and the waters calm, 
and He turns to us and says, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no 
faith?” (Mark 4:40) 



Consider this question: Is the God who stood with Joseph through 
everything he experienced; who embraced him with steadfast love and 
gave him favor in the midst of his misery, still in control?  

We say He is. More importantly, He says that He is. Is the God of Joseph 
able to do for you what He did for Joseph? Yes, He can…and He does…and 
He will.  

Might the wickedness and evil and trials and misery you face in every day 
actually help you become the person God intends you to be in His 
kingdom? Yes!  

Someday, maybe on this side of heaven but certainly on His side of heaven, 
you will look back at the sum of your life and see two things: One, the Lord 
was with you, and two, “It is well with your soul!”  

“You’ll get through this.” The God who is on this side of your life awaits 
your arrival at the end of it. He knows what you are facing and stands with 
you in the muck and the mire.  

“It won’t be painless.” Joseph was thrown into a pit, betrayed into slavery, 
and unjustly cast into prison. As the locker-room wisdom goes, “No pain, 
no gain.”  

“It won’t be quick.” Remember that Joseph was seventeen when all of this 
began, and he matured into manhood as slave, servant, and prisoner. By 
age thirty, he is taken before Pharaoh and assumes the leadership God had 
been grooming him for.  

“But God will use this mess for good.” No matter the evil intent, the imprint 
of God was all over Joseph’s life. It is over yours as well.  

“Don’t be foolish or naïve.” God’s ways are spelled out for us in His Word. It 
is impossible to walk with God when you are never around His presence in 
the Word and Sacraments.  

“But don’t despair either.” God is with us – good days, bad days, every day 
– He has promised us, “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” (Matthew 28:20) 

“With God’s help, you’ll get through this!”  

Amen.   



Sermon Notes: Joseph – Alone in Egypt…Not! 

1. Joseph…____________________ protected from the circumstances,  
 
but _____________ the circumstances. 
 
 

2. “The _______________ was with Joseph” – Genesis 39:2,21 
 
 

3. You’ll get ___________________ this . . . 
 
 

4. God can use your _____________ to teach you that He is with you. 
 
 

5. “I will never _________ you nor forsake _______” – Hebrews 13:5 
 
 

6. This chapter of your life looks like _____________, smells like  
 
_________________________, sounds like a _________________,  
 
but ask the ___________ [and they will tell you], ‘Oh, she’s in  
 
training.’ 
 
 

7. God was _______________________ Joseph for leadership in the  
 
____________________ of suffering, _____________________ out  
 
his conviction on the anvil of life. 
 
 

8. “And _______________, I am with you to the ______________ of  
 
the age” – Matthew 28:20 


