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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and 
the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

In our Gospel reading for today, found in Matthew chapter 
10, we find that Jesus continues to provide instruction to 
His disciples in their mission. They are His apostles and 
ambassadors of the Kingdom that He is bringing about so it 
might begin to take root in the hearts and minds of men 
and women. His Kingdom would bring about a new normal, 
a change, different than the world had known before. And 
with this change, there would most likely be conflict.   

Starting in verse 34, Jesus says to them, “Do not think that 
I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword.” He wanted them to realize 
that His coming was to bring about real change. His coming 
is like a sword that would split even strong family bonds in 
two – between a son and his father or a daughter and her 
mother. This mission that He gave to the apostles wouldn’t 
be easy. They would experience pressure, hardship, and 
opposition first-hand as they carried Jesus’ mission out into 
the world.   

Jesus even goes so far as to say, “…whoever does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it.” (v.38-39) And we know from history that 
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many of them went on to lose their lives for the sake of the 
Kingdom. Some report that Peter was crucified during the 
persecution of Nero. Andrew died on a cross at Patras. 
James, the younger, was thrown from a pinnacle of the 
Temple, then beaten to death. James, the elder son, was 
beheaded in Jerusalem. Philip preached as He was crucified 
upside-down. Simon died on a cross in Persia. And 
Matthew was stoned and beheaded.    

Are you ready to take up your cross and follow Jesus? It 
seems like many, both in and outside of the church, have 
become used to being comfortable. Many of us live in 
comfortable homes located in one of the best areas in the 
country. During the Stay-At-Home orders associated with 
the pandemic, we’ve become comfortable sleeping in on 
Sundays and watching worship services at our leisure from 
home. We prefer to send money to missionaries instead of 
trying to talk to our neighbors through a mask about Jesus. 
Some of us may have even gotten to the point, where we’d 
rather be served than to serve others. We make excuses, 
point fingers, and judge others for their failures, rather 
than admitting our own, picking up our cross, and 
following our Lord in word and deed.   

After sending out His Apostles on their first missionary 
journey, Jesus Himself would continue to move forward in 
Judea and Galilee to bring about a new normal in the lives 
of many. He willingly went, carrying His own cross up to 
Mt. Calvary, where all our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, were placed on Him. He hung from the cross; He 
took our place. And having been forsaken by His Father in 



Heaven, He died for us so that we might come to know the 
Good News – that in Him all our sins are forgiven in order 
that we might find life in Him once again.   

Jesus also says in our Gospel for today, “Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
His grace, and we receive peace with God. It’s this peace 
from the Kingdom of God, as St. Paul says in Philippians 
4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 



person, will receive a righteous person’s reward. And 
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
together, and sharing God’s love.   

In Jesus’ name, Amen.     
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sake will find it.” (v.38-39) And we know from history that 
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many of them went on to lose their lives for the sake of the 
Kingdom. Some report that Peter was crucified during the 
persecution of Nero. Andrew died on a cross at Patras. 
James, the younger, was thrown from a pinnacle of the 
Temple, then beaten to death. James, the elder son, was 
beheaded in Jerusalem. Philip preached as He was crucified 
upside-down. Simon died on a cross in Persia. And 
Matthew was stoned and beheaded.    

Are you ready to take up your cross and follow Jesus? It 
seems like many, both in and outside of the church, have 
become used to being comfortable. Many of us live in 
comfortable homes located in one of the best areas in the 
country. During the Stay-At-Home orders associated with 
the pandemic, we’ve become comfortable sleeping in on 
Sundays and watching worship services at our leisure from 
home. We prefer to send money to missionaries instead of 
trying to talk to our neighbors through a mask about Jesus. 
Some of us may have even gotten to the point, where we’d 
rather be served than to serve others. We make excuses, 
point fingers, and judge others for their failures, rather 
than admitting our own, picking up our cross, and 
following our Lord in word and deed.   

After sending out His Apostles on their first missionary 
journey, Jesus Himself would continue to move forward in 
Judea and Galilee to bring about a new normal in the lives 
of many. He willingly went, carrying His own cross up to 
Mt. Calvary, where all our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, were placed on Him. He hung from the cross; He 
took our place. And having been forsaken by His Father in 



Heaven, He died for us so that we might come to know the 
Good News – that in Him all our sins are forgiven in order 
that we might find life in Him once again.   

Jesus also says in our Gospel for today, “Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
His grace, and we receive peace with God. It’s this peace 
from the Kingdom of God, as St. Paul says in Philippians 
4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 



person, will receive a righteous person’s reward. And 
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
together, and sharing God’s love.   

In Jesus’ name, Amen.     
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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and 
the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

In our Gospel reading for today, found in Matthew chapter 
10, we find that Jesus continues to provide instruction to 
His disciples in their mission. They are His apostles and 
ambassadors of the Kingdom that He is bringing about so it 
might begin to take root in the hearts and minds of men 
and women. His Kingdom would bring about a new normal, 
a change, different than the world had known before. And 
with this change, there would most likely be conflict.   

Starting in verse 34, Jesus says to them, “Do not think that 
I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword.” He wanted them to realize 
that His coming was to bring about real change. His coming 
is like a sword that would split even strong family bonds in 
two – between a son and his father or a daughter and her 
mother. This mission that He gave to the apostles wouldn’t 
be easy. They would experience pressure, hardship, and 
opposition first-hand as they carried Jesus’ mission out into 
the world.   

Jesus even goes so far as to say, “…whoever does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it.” (v.38-39) And we know from history that 
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many of them went on to lose their lives for the sake of the 
Kingdom. Some report that Peter was crucified during the 
persecution of Nero. Andrew died on a cross at Patras. 
James, the younger, was thrown from a pinnacle of the 
Temple, then beaten to death. James, the elder son, was 
beheaded in Jerusalem. Philip preached as He was crucified 
upside-down. Simon died on a cross in Persia. And 
Matthew was stoned and beheaded.    

Are you ready to take up your cross and follow Jesus? It 
seems like many, both in and outside of the church, have 
become used to being comfortable. Many of us live in 
comfortable homes located in one of the best areas in the 
country. During the Stay-At-Home orders associated with 
the pandemic, we’ve become comfortable sleeping in on 
Sundays and watching worship services at our leisure from 
home. We prefer to send money to missionaries instead of 
trying to talk to our neighbors through a mask about Jesus. 
Some of us may have even gotten to the point, where we’d 
rather be served than to serve others. We make excuses, 
point fingers, and judge others for their failures, rather 
than admitting our own, picking up our cross, and 
following our Lord in word and deed.   

After sending out His Apostles on their first missionary 
journey, Jesus Himself would continue to move forward in 
Judea and Galilee to bring about a new normal in the lives 
of many. He willingly went, carrying His own cross up to 
Mt. Calvary, where all our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, were placed on Him. He hung from the cross; He 
took our place. And having been forsaken by His Father in 



Heaven, He died for us so that we might come to know the 
Good News – that in Him all our sins are forgiven in order 
that we might find life in Him once again.   

Jesus also says in our Gospel for today, “Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
His grace, and we receive peace with God. It’s this peace 
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4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 
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whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
together, and sharing God’s love.   
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to bring peace, but a sword.” He wanted them to realize 
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two – between a son and his father or a daughter and her 
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many of them went on to lose their lives for the sake of the 
Kingdom. Some report that Peter was crucified during the 
persecution of Nero. Andrew died on a cross at Patras. 
James, the younger, was thrown from a pinnacle of the 
Temple, then beaten to death. James, the elder son, was 
beheaded in Jerusalem. Philip preached as He was crucified 
upside-down. Simon died on a cross in Persia. And 
Matthew was stoned and beheaded.    

Are you ready to take up your cross and follow Jesus? It 
seems like many, both in and outside of the church, have 
become used to being comfortable. Many of us live in 
comfortable homes located in one of the best areas in the 
country. During the Stay-At-Home orders associated with 
the pandemic, we’ve become comfortable sleeping in on 
Sundays and watching worship services at our leisure from 
home. We prefer to send money to missionaries instead of 
trying to talk to our neighbors through a mask about Jesus. 
Some of us may have even gotten to the point, where we’d 
rather be served than to serve others. We make excuses, 
point fingers, and judge others for their failures, rather 
than admitting our own, picking up our cross, and 
following our Lord in word and deed.   

After sending out His Apostles on their first missionary 
journey, Jesus Himself would continue to move forward in 
Judea and Galilee to bring about a new normal in the lives 
of many. He willingly went, carrying His own cross up to 
Mt. Calvary, where all our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, were placed on Him. He hung from the cross; He 
took our place. And having been forsaken by His Father in 



Heaven, He died for us so that we might come to know the 
Good News – that in Him all our sins are forgiven in order 
that we might find life in Him once again.   

Jesus also says in our Gospel for today, “Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
His grace, and we receive peace with God. It’s this peace 
from the Kingdom of God, as St. Paul says in Philippians 
4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 



person, will receive a righteous person’s reward. And 
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
together, and sharing God’s love.   

In Jesus’ name, Amen.     
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ambassadors of the Kingdom that He is bringing about so it 
might begin to take root in the hearts and minds of men 
and women. His Kingdom would bring about a new normal, 
a change, different than the world had known before. And 
with this change, there would most likely be conflict.   

Starting in verse 34, Jesus says to them, “Do not think that 
I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword.” He wanted them to realize 
that His coming was to bring about real change. His coming 
is like a sword that would split even strong family bonds in 
two – between a son and his father or a daughter and her 
mother. This mission that He gave to the apostles wouldn’t 
be easy. They would experience pressure, hardship, and 
opposition first-hand as they carried Jesus’ mission out into 
the world.   

Jesus even goes so far as to say, “…whoever does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it.” (v.38-39) And we know from history that 
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many of them went on to lose their lives for the sake of the 
Kingdom. Some report that Peter was crucified during the 
persecution of Nero. Andrew died on a cross at Patras. 
James, the younger, was thrown from a pinnacle of the 
Temple, then beaten to death. James, the elder son, was 
beheaded in Jerusalem. Philip preached as He was crucified 
upside-down. Simon died on a cross in Persia. And 
Matthew was stoned and beheaded.    

Are you ready to take up your cross and follow Jesus? It 
seems like many, both in and outside of the church, have 
become used to being comfortable. Many of us live in 
comfortable homes located in one of the best areas in the 
country. During the Stay-At-Home orders associated with 
the pandemic, we’ve become comfortable sleeping in on 
Sundays and watching worship services at our leisure from 
home. We prefer to send money to missionaries instead of 
trying to talk to our neighbors through a mask about Jesus. 
Some of us may have even gotten to the point, where we’d 
rather be served than to serve others. We make excuses, 
point fingers, and judge others for their failures, rather 
than admitting our own, picking up our cross, and 
following our Lord in word and deed.   

After sending out His Apostles on their first missionary 
journey, Jesus Himself would continue to move forward in 
Judea and Galilee to bring about a new normal in the lives 
of many. He willingly went, carrying His own cross up to 
Mt. Calvary, where all our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, were placed on Him. He hung from the cross; He 
took our place. And having been forsaken by His Father in 



Heaven, He died for us so that we might come to know the 
Good News – that in Him all our sins are forgiven in order 
that we might find life in Him once again.   

Jesus also says in our Gospel for today, “Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
His grace, and we receive peace with God. It’s this peace 
from the Kingdom of God, as St. Paul says in Philippians 
4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 



person, will receive a righteous person’s reward. And 
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
together, and sharing God’s love.   

In Jesus’ name, Amen.     
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might begin to take root in the hearts and minds of men 
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a change, different than the world had known before. And 
with this change, there would most likely be conflict.   

Starting in verse 34, Jesus says to them, “Do not think that 
I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword.” He wanted them to realize 
that His coming was to bring about real change. His coming 
is like a sword that would split even strong family bonds in 
two – between a son and his father or a daughter and her 
mother. This mission that He gave to the apostles wouldn’t 
be easy. They would experience pressure, hardship, and 
opposition first-hand as they carried Jesus’ mission out into 
the world.   

Jesus even goes so far as to say, “…whoever does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my 
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many of them went on to lose their lives for the sake of the 
Kingdom. Some report that Peter was crucified during the 
persecution of Nero. Andrew died on a cross at Patras. 
James, the younger, was thrown from a pinnacle of the 
Temple, then beaten to death. James, the elder son, was 
beheaded in Jerusalem. Philip preached as He was crucified 
upside-down. Simon died on a cross in Persia. And 
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seems like many, both in and outside of the church, have 
become used to being comfortable. Many of us live in 
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following our Lord in word and deed.   
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Judea and Galilee to bring about a new normal in the lives 
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Mt. Calvary, where all our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, were placed on Him. He hung from the cross; He 
took our place. And having been forsaken by His Father in 



Heaven, He died for us so that we might come to know the 
Good News – that in Him all our sins are forgiven in order 
that we might find life in Him once again.   

Jesus also says in our Gospel for today, “Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
His grace, and we receive peace with God. It’s this peace 
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4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 



person, will receive a righteous person’s reward. And 
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
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Kingdom. Some report that Peter was crucified during the 
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James, the younger, was thrown from a pinnacle of the 
Temple, then beaten to death. James, the elder son, was 
beheaded in Jerusalem. Philip preached as He was crucified 
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the pandemic, we’ve become comfortable sleeping in on 
Sundays and watching worship services at our leisure from 
home. We prefer to send money to missionaries instead of 
trying to talk to our neighbors through a mask about Jesus. 
Some of us may have even gotten to the point, where we’d 
rather be served than to serve others. We make excuses, 
point fingers, and judge others for their failures, rather 
than admitting our own, picking up our cross, and 
following our Lord in word and deed.   

After sending out His Apostles on their first missionary 
journey, Jesus Himself would continue to move forward in 
Judea and Galilee to bring about a new normal in the lives 
of many. He willingly went, carrying His own cross up to 
Mt. Calvary, where all our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, were placed on Him. He hung from the cross; He 
took our place. And having been forsaken by His Father in 



Heaven, He died for us so that we might come to know the 
Good News – that in Him all our sins are forgiven in order 
that we might find life in Him once again.   

Jesus also says in our Gospel for today, “Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
His grace, and we receive peace with God. It’s this peace 
from the Kingdom of God, as St. Paul says in Philippians 
4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 



person, will receive a righteous person’s reward. And 
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
together, and sharing God’s love.   

In Jesus’ name, Amen.     
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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and 
the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

In our Gospel reading for today, found in Matthew chapter 
10, we find that Jesus continues to provide instruction to 
His disciples in their mission. They are His apostles and 
ambassadors of the Kingdom that He is bringing about so it 
might begin to take root in the hearts and minds of men 
and women. His Kingdom would bring about a new normal, 
a change, different than the world had known before. And 
with this change, there would most likely be conflict.   

Starting in verse 34, Jesus says to them, “Do not think that 
I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword.” He wanted them to realize 
that His coming was to bring about real change. His coming 
is like a sword that would split even strong family bonds in 
two – between a son and his father or a daughter and her 
mother. This mission that He gave to the apostles wouldn’t 
be easy. They would experience pressure, hardship, and 
opposition first-hand as they carried Jesus’ mission out into 
the world.   

Jesus even goes so far as to say, “…whoever does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it.” (v.38-39) And we know from history that 
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many of them went on to lose their lives for the sake of the 
Kingdom. Some report that Peter was crucified during the 
persecution of Nero. Andrew died on a cross at Patras. 
James, the younger, was thrown from a pinnacle of the 
Temple, then beaten to death. James, the elder son, was 
beheaded in Jerusalem. Philip preached as He was crucified 
upside-down. Simon died on a cross in Persia. And 
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trying to talk to our neighbors through a mask about Jesus. 
Some of us may have even gotten to the point, where we’d 
rather be served than to serve others. We make excuses, 
point fingers, and judge others for their failures, rather 
than admitting our own, picking up our cross, and 
following our Lord in word and deed.   

After sending out His Apostles on their first missionary 
journey, Jesus Himself would continue to move forward in 
Judea and Galilee to bring about a new normal in the lives 
of many. He willingly went, carrying His own cross up to 
Mt. Calvary, where all our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, were placed on Him. He hung from the cross; He 
took our place. And having been forsaken by His Father in 
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God in a new normal with others.  
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[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
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been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
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trying to talk to our neighbors through a mask about Jesus. 
Some of us may have even gotten to the point, where we’d 
rather be served than to serve others. We make excuses, 
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who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
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4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 
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whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
together, and sharing God’s love.   
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that His coming was to bring about real change. His coming 
is like a sword that would split even strong family bonds in 
two – between a son and his father or a daughter and her 
mother. This mission that He gave to the apostles wouldn’t 
be easy. They would experience pressure, hardship, and 
opposition first-hand as they carried Jesus’ mission out into 
the world.   

Jesus even goes so far as to say, “…whoever does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it.” (v.38-39) And we know from history that 

Not Peace, but a Sword 
June 28, 2020 
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Kingdom. Some report that Peter was crucified during the 
persecution of Nero. Andrew died on a cross at Patras. 
James, the younger, was thrown from a pinnacle of the 
Temple, then beaten to death. James, the elder son, was 
beheaded in Jerusalem. Philip preached as He was crucified 
upside-down. Simon died on a cross in Persia. And 
Matthew was stoned and beheaded.    

Are you ready to take up your cross and follow Jesus? It 
seems like many, both in and outside of the church, have 
become used to being comfortable. Many of us live in 
comfortable homes located in one of the best areas in the 
country. During the Stay-At-Home orders associated with 
the pandemic, we’ve become comfortable sleeping in on 
Sundays and watching worship services at our leisure from 
home. We prefer to send money to missionaries instead of 
trying to talk to our neighbors through a mask about Jesus. 
Some of us may have even gotten to the point, where we’d 
rather be served than to serve others. We make excuses, 
point fingers, and judge others for their failures, rather 
than admitting our own, picking up our cross, and 
following our Lord in word and deed.   

After sending out His Apostles on their first missionary 
journey, Jesus Himself would continue to move forward in 
Judea and Galilee to bring about a new normal in the lives 
of many. He willingly went, carrying His own cross up to 
Mt. Calvary, where all our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, were placed on Him. He hung from the cross; He 
took our place. And having been forsaken by His Father in 



Heaven, He died for us so that we might come to know the 
Good News – that in Him all our sins are forgiven in order 
that we might find life in Him once again.   

Jesus also says in our Gospel for today, “Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
His grace, and we receive peace with God. It’s this peace 
from the Kingdom of God, as St. Paul says in Philippians 
4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 



person, will receive a righteous person’s reward. And 
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
together, and sharing God’s love.   

In Jesus’ name, Amen.     



 
 

Our Savior’s Way Lutheran Church       Rev. Tyson Labuhn 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and 
the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

In our Gospel reading for today, found in Matthew chapter 
10, we find that Jesus continues to provide instruction to 
His disciples in their mission. They are His apostles and 
ambassadors of the Kingdom that He is bringing about so it 
might begin to take root in the hearts and minds of men 
and women. His Kingdom would bring about a new normal, 
a change, different than the world had known before. And 
with this change, there would most likely be conflict.   

Starting in verse 34, Jesus says to them, “Do not think that 
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to bring peace, but a sword.” He wanted them to realize 
that His coming was to bring about real change. His coming 
is like a sword that would split even strong family bonds in 
two – between a son and his father or a daughter and her 
mother. This mission that He gave to the apostles wouldn’t 
be easy. They would experience pressure, hardship, and 
opposition first-hand as they carried Jesus’ mission out into 
the world.   

Jesus even goes so far as to say, “…whoever does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever 
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you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
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theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
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that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
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by no means lose his reward.”   
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along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
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been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
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Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
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Heaven, He died for us so that we might come to know the 
Good News – that in Him all our sins are forgiven in order 
that we might find life in Him once again.   

Jesus also says in our Gospel for today, “Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me.” This is clearer for us today than it was when 
Jesus first said it to His Apostles long ago. When we repent 
of our sins and believe in Jesus as our Savior, we receive 
His grace, and we receive peace with God. It’s this peace 
from the Kingdom of God, as St. Paul says in Philippians 
4:6, that surpasses all understanding because it guards our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…While we live in this 
seemingly crazy world, we take comfort as citizens of His 
Kingdom. And yet, motivated by His Spirit given to us at 
our baptism, we share the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God in a new normal with others.  

You know, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, a pastor, author, and 
theologian once said, “To deny [one’s] self does not mean 
[that we have] to deny things. It means to give yourself 
wholly to Christ…it does not mean to carry burdens or have 
problems…[it] means to identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death.” In other words, to follow 
Jesus is to realize that you can expect the same from life 
that He received. Society will reject you, shame you, and 
there is some degree of persecution as you fail to fit in with 
the world. And that’s okay because according to Jesus’ own 
words, “The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 



person, will receive a righteous person’s reward. And 
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water, because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will 
by no means lose his reward.”   

Our great reward is eternal life with Him. He loves you with 
an everlasting love, hears your prayers, and guides you 
along life’s way even as you experience conflict in this 
world. You can Rejoice that He calls you into mission and to 
encourage others so that we can all look forward to a new 
normal to come when hearts and minds are forever 
changed, and see His Kingdom come about as has never 
been seen before. On that day, we will gather with those 
who have gone before us and worship Him.   

Until that day comes, know that He has called each of us by 
His Word and Spirit to grow His Kingdom and be in mission. 
And as members of Our Savior’s Way, you know our 
mission… which is to glorify God and make disciples for 
Jesus by forming relationships, experiencing Jesus 
together, and sharing God’s love.   

In Jesus’ name, Amen.     


