
 
 

Our Savior’s Way Lutheran Church          Pastor Tyson Labuhn 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

This morning, we are taking another look at some of 
the parables found in Matthew chapter 13. These are 
Kingdom parables only found in Matthew’s Gospel. 
They record for us three parables that were shared by 
Jesus to His disciples, concerning the value of the 
Kingdom that He was bringing about. Which makes you 
wonder if the disciples really understood the value of 
the Kingdom of God. Most likely, many people at that 
time, just like in our world today, placed value on 
things like comfort, security, and wealth. And they 
might’ve invested and saved for a long time, with the 
hopes that their savings and investments might 
provide for them in the end.  

Take for instance the retired Air Force veteran who 
decided to see how much his watch was worth. While 
stationed in Thailand in 1974, he ordered a watch 
through the base exchange. At the time, he thought 
that the watch, which was made for scuba diving, 
seemed to be a lot of money, because he only made 
between $300 - $400 per month, and it was priced at 
$345.97. After receiving the watch in the mail, and 
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after years of not wearing it and keeping it in the 
original box, the man decided to appear on PBS’s 
“Antique Roadshow” in January of this year. He wanted 
to see how much his watch might be worth. And so, 
after the appraiser looked at the “Rolex” watch with its 
receipt, the man was told that his investment of 
$345.97, was guaranteed to become $500 - $700 
thousand dollars at auction. The man was so 
overwhelmed with joy, that he fell to the ground.  

In our first parable, the parable of the hidden treasure, 
Jesus shares that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man 
who finds hidden treasure in a field. The man then 
covers it up and, in his joy, goes and sells all that he has 
in order to buy the field and possess it. And in the 
second parable, Jesus shares that the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a merchant who is looking for pearls. 
And when he finds a pearl of great value, he then went 
and sold all that he had and bought it.  

In both of these parables, we come to understand that 
the joy and the value of the Kingdom of Heaven is 
worth more than all that we have. And still today, 
many do not have the same kind of joy or place the 
same value on the Kingdom of Heaven as that of a 
“Rolex watch” from 1974. We’ve only been given a 
glimpse of the Kingdom and while we might say that 
our family and friends are priceless, many of us still 



aren’t motivated to give everything we have in order to 
possess it.  

Thanks be to God that not only does Jesus share with 
us what the Kingdom of Heaven is like, but also helps 
us to understand its value. And even though we don’t 
give everything we have so that we might possess it, 
He does for us. Giving all that He has, He willingly gave 
His very life for us on the cross so that having been 
raised from the dead, we might receive something far 
more valuable than anything this world has to offer. 
Not only does He offer forgiveness for all our selfish 
sins, but also forgiveness for all the times in our lives 
when we have been apathetic toward His Word and 
His Kingdom.  

He alone makes it possible for us to be restored once 
again so that it might be possible one day for us to 
enjoy the fullness of the Kingdom of Heaven. It’s by 
means of His grace, that we’re baptized by faith, in 
which we receive His Spirit. And it is His Spirit, who 
encourages us to read His Word, remember our 
baptism and repent of our sins so that we might greatly 
value His Kingdom and joyously look forward to its 
coming.  

You know, there is one more parable in our Gospel 
reading for today. That of the parable of the net in 
which Jesus shares that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
fishing net thrown into the sea and gathers all kinds of 



fish. It is when the Kingdom will come with its final 
judgment at the end of this age. Either knowingly 
and/or unknowing we pray for this every time we say 
the words, “Come Lord Jesus.”  

It will be a time when the angels come and separate 
the evil from the righteous. A time when those who are 
found to be good will be saved, and will live in God’s 
presence, experiencing the comfort, security, and the 
fullness of joy, that comes with His Kingdom. When 
that time comes, may each one of us, be found among 
the good ones, our sins forgiven, going about the work 
of His Kingdom here on earth, sharing the Good News 
with those around us, as we wait with eager 
expectation to experience the fullness of His Kingdom 
in Heaven.  

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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“Antique Roadshow” in January of this year. He wanted 
to see how much his watch might be worth. And so, 
after the appraiser looked at the “Rolex” watch with its 
receipt, the man was told that his investment of 
$345.97, was guaranteed to become $500 - $700 
thousand dollars at auction. The man was so 
overwhelmed with joy, that he fell to the ground.  

In our first parable, the parable of the hidden treasure, 
Jesus shares that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man 
who finds hidden treasure in a field. The man then 
covers it up and, in his joy, goes and sells all that he has 
in order to buy the field and possess it. And in the 
second parable, Jesus shares that the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a merchant who is looking for pearls. 
And when he finds a pearl of great value, he then went 
and sold all that he had and bought it.  

In both of these parables, we come to understand that 
the joy and the value of the Kingdom of Heaven is 
worth more than all that we have. And still today, 
many do not have the same kind of joy or place the 
same value on the Kingdom of Heaven as that of a 
“Rolex watch” from 1974. We’ve only been given a 
glimpse of the Kingdom and while we might say that 
our family and friends are priceless, many of us still 



aren’t motivated to give everything we have in order to 
possess it.  

Thanks be to God that not only does Jesus share with 
us what the Kingdom of Heaven is like, but also helps 
us to understand its value. And even though we don’t 
give everything we have so that we might possess it, 
He does for us. Giving all that He has, He willingly gave 
His very life for us on the cross so that having been 
raised from the dead, we might receive something far 
more valuable than anything this world has to offer. 
Not only does He offer forgiveness for all our selfish 
sins, but also forgiveness for all the times in our lives 
when we have been apathetic toward His Word and 
His Kingdom.  

He alone makes it possible for us to be restored once 
again so that it might be possible one day for us to 
enjoy the fullness of the Kingdom of Heaven. It’s by 
means of His grace, that we’re baptized by faith, in 
which we receive His Spirit. And it is His Spirit, who 
encourages us to read His Word, remember our 
baptism and repent of our sins so that we might greatly 
value His Kingdom and joyously look forward to its 
coming.  

You know, there is one more parable in our Gospel 
reading for today. That of the parable of the net in 
which Jesus shares that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
fishing net thrown into the sea and gathers all kinds of 



fish. It is when the Kingdom will come with its final 
judgment at the end of this age. Either knowingly 
and/or unknowing we pray for this every time we say 
the words, “Come Lord Jesus.”  

It will be a time when the angels come and separate 
the evil from the righteous. A time when those who are 
found to be good will be saved, and will live in God’s 
presence, experiencing the comfort, security, and the 
fullness of joy, that comes with His Kingdom. When 
that time comes, may each one of us, be found among 
the good ones, our sins forgiven, going about the work 
of His Kingdom here on earth, sharing the Good News 
with those around us, as we wait with eager 
expectation to experience the fullness of His Kingdom 
in Heaven.  

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Kingdom parables only found in Matthew’s Gospel. 
They record for us three parables that were shared by 
Jesus to His disciples, concerning the value of the 
Kingdom that He was bringing about. Which makes you 
wonder if the disciples really understood the value of 
the Kingdom of God. Most likely, many people at that 
time, just like in our world today, placed value on 
things like comfort, security, and wealth. And they 
might’ve invested and saved for a long time, with the 
hopes that their savings and investments might 
provide for them in the end.  

Take for instance the retired Air Force veteran who 
decided to see how much his watch was worth. While 
stationed in Thailand in 1974, he ordered a watch 
through the base exchange. At the time, he thought 
that the watch, which was made for scuba diving, 
seemed to be a lot of money, because he only made 
between $300 - $400 per month, and it was priced at 
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worth more than all that we have. And still today, 
many do not have the same kind of joy or place the 
same value on the Kingdom of Heaven as that of a 
“Rolex watch” from 1974. We’ve only been given a 
glimpse of the Kingdom and while we might say that 
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more valuable than anything this world has to offer. 
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when we have been apathetic toward His Word and 
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He alone makes it possible for us to be restored once 
again so that it might be possible one day for us to 
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means of His grace, that we’re baptized by faith, in 
which we receive His Spirit. And it is His Spirit, who 
encourages us to read His Word, remember our 
baptism and repent of our sins so that we might greatly 
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coming.  

You know, there is one more parable in our Gospel 
reading for today. That of the parable of the net in 
which Jesus shares that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
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fish. It is when the Kingdom will come with its final 
judgment at the end of this age. Either knowingly 
and/or unknowing we pray for this every time we say 
the words, “Come Lord Jesus.”  

It will be a time when the angels come and separate 
the evil from the righteous. A time when those who are 
found to be good will be saved, and will live in God’s 
presence, experiencing the comfort, security, and the 
fullness of joy, that comes with His Kingdom. When 
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time, just like in our world today, placed value on 
things like comfort, security, and wealth. And they 
might’ve invested and saved for a long time, with the 
hopes that their savings and investments might 
provide for them in the end.  

Take for instance the retired Air Force veteran who 
decided to see how much his watch was worth. While 
stationed in Thailand in 1974, he ordered a watch 
through the base exchange. At the time, he thought 
that the watch, which was made for scuba diving, 
seemed to be a lot of money, because he only made 
between $300 - $400 per month, and it was priced at 
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sins, but also forgiveness for all the times in our lives 
when we have been apathetic toward His Word and 
His Kingdom.  

He alone makes it possible for us to be restored once 
again so that it might be possible one day for us to 
enjoy the fullness of the Kingdom of Heaven. It’s by 
means of His grace, that we’re baptized by faith, in 
which we receive His Spirit. And it is His Spirit, who 
encourages us to read His Word, remember our 
baptism and repent of our sins so that we might greatly 
value His Kingdom and joyously look forward to its 
coming.  

You know, there is one more parable in our Gospel 
reading for today. That of the parable of the net in 
which Jesus shares that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
fishing net thrown into the sea and gathers all kinds of 



fish. It is when the Kingdom will come with its final 
judgment at the end of this age. Either knowingly 
and/or unknowing we pray for this every time we say 
the words, “Come Lord Jesus.”  

It will be a time when the angels come and separate 
the evil from the righteous. A time when those who are 
found to be good will be saved, and will live in God’s 
presence, experiencing the comfort, security, and the 
fullness of joy, that comes with His Kingdom. When 
that time comes, may each one of us, be found among 
the good ones, our sins forgiven, going about the work 
of His Kingdom here on earth, sharing the Good News 
with those around us, as we wait with eager 
expectation to experience the fullness of His Kingdom 
in Heaven.  

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


