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Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and from our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

When times are good, it’s easy to take your faith for granted. 
And yet when situations change and distractions throw us off 
course, there are times when we can become unsure of 
ourselves, and our once strong faith can begin to give way to 
fear.  

In our Gospel reading, having fed the 5,000, Jesus had His 
disciples get into a boat and “…go before Him to the others 
side, while He dismissed the crowds.” (v.22b) Having done so, 
Jesus took time to pray. And, even though several of His 
disciples were fishermen, His disciples struggled to cross the 
Sea of Galilee. Now, the sea of Galilee is only eight miles across, 
but because it’s located in a rift valley, surrounded by hills, and 
there are times when the wind and the waves kick up and 
storms can become an obstacle when you simply want to go 
across.  

Our text tells us that it was during the fourth watch of the 
night, which is in the hours before daybreak, that they were still 
a long way from the shore. Beaten by the wind and tossed 
about by the waves, it seems that the disciples were exhausted 
from their struggles, even to the point, where they thought that 
they had seen a ghost walking on the water. Because who knew 
that ANYONE could walk on water?  

There’s a story of a young man named Jimmy, who heard a 
family rumor that his father, grandfather, and even his great-
grandfather, on their 18th birthdays, all “walked on water.” And 
so, on his 18th birthday, he decided to test and see if he could 
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do it too. Having lived close to a lake but having never had 
swim lessons, he decided to take a friend to act as a witness. 
Once he got out in the middle of the lake, he stepped out of the 
boat, promptly fell into the water, and almost drowned. Luckily, 
his friend was there to help him, but it was evident that He was 
not able to walk on water like his forefathers.  

So, the next day, Jimmy asked his grandmother why he hadn’t 
received the same gift as his forefather before him. She said to 
Jimmy, who by this time realized wasn’t very bright, “Your 
father, grandfather, and great-grandfather were all born in 
February when the lake is frozen, but Jimmy, you were born in 
August!”  

Many times, we can find ourselves a long way from shore. 
Beaten by waves of seemingly bad news, our confidence can 
get tossed about, by – what seems to be at the time – 
threatening winds of change. Today, we find ourselves in the 
middle of the waves of the Coronavirus, and the stormy winds 
of political change that are increasing because of a national 
election. This has left many tired, exhausted, and ready for 
things to calm down once again, at least before the next wave 
hits. And yet, we hear Jesus say in our Gospel reading, “Take 
heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.” (v. 27b) 

Peter, calling out from the boat, says to Him, “Lord if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the water.” And so, Jesus 
says, “Come.” It’s then that Peter gets out of the boat and 
walks on the water, going to Jesus. But when Peter feels the 
wind and sees the waves, he is afraid, and his confidence 
wanes. Beginning to sink, He cries out to Jesus, “Lord, save 
me.”  

Maybe you find yourself feeling like you are sinking in fear and 
doubt. The world has certainly changed this year. Maybe all 
seemed to be going well in your faith life, and then by a series 
of problems and complications, you become distracted and 



have lost your focus on the source and foundation of your faith. 
Maybe you’ve found yourself, crying out like Peter did, “Lord, 
save me.”  

Jesus hears Peter and He hears your cry as well. Jesus 
immediately stretches out His arm and gives Peter His hand. He 
takes hold of him and says to him, “O you of little faith, why 
did you doubt?” They get back into the boat, and the wind 
stops. And those in the boat worshipped Jesus, saying, “Truly, 
you are the Son of God.”  

Jesus is the Son of God. And while we might allow doubt to take 
over when we begin to focus on the wrong things and become 
fearful, He is there reaching out to save us. Coming to earth and 
ministering to those around Him, not only does He reveal 
Himself to us, but also saves us, so that we might fully place our 
trust in Him. Taking all our sins upon Himself, He willingly 
stretches out His arm, as well as His hands and feet, so that 
they might be nailed to the cross, and He might give His life for 
us…so that we might be saved through Him.  

He is the object of our faith. It’s by grace through faith in Him, 
and Him alone, that we have our being. Through our Baptism, 
we receive faith to be able to remain calm in the middle of the 
storms of life. And as we walk by faith accomplishing things, we 
never imagined possible, He enables us to trust in Him more 
and more, assured that He will never forsake us or leave us on 
our own.  

The other day, I came across a story about three pastors who 
decided to go out fishing together in a small boat. One of them 
suddenly realizing that he had left his tackle box in the cabin, 
stepped out of the boat, and walked on the water over to 
shore. Just then, the second one said he had forgotten his 
faithful fishing hat on the front seat of the car. He, too, stepped 
out of the boat and walked on the water over to shore. When 
they had both returned, the third pastor who had watched 



these remarkable feats with his mouth open and eyes wide, 
thought to himself "If my faith is as strong as theirs. I can do 
that too." So he stepped out of the boat and promptly began 
splashing about in the water. While the other two pastors 
helped him back into the boat, he was determined that his faith 
could be as strong as theirs. So, once again, he stepped out and 
found himself splashing about in the water. This time, as he was 
pulled back into the boat, he said in bewilderment, "I guess my 
faith isn’t as strong as yours. Why can't I walk on the water?" It 
was then that the other two pastors looked at each other, 
smiled, and one said, "I guess we'd better tell him, where those 
rocks are, before he drowns."  

You know, when times are good, it’s easy to take our faith for 
granted. And yet when situations change, and distractions 
throw us off course, we can become unsure of ourselves, and 
our once strong faith, can begin to give way to fear. And yet, 
even in the midst of all of our fears, Jesus still loves and cares 
for us. And yet, as His disciples, He also calls us to be His hands 
and feet in this world. To share our faith and experiences with 
those around us, who are worried, afraid, and are seemingly 
splashing about in the water.  

When we engage in conversation, we witness our faith and help 
others to see the solid rocks of faith that lead us to the One 
who offers us salvation, giving us peace and safety once again, 
as we journey to the other side. 

In Jesus’ name,  

Amen.      

  

 


