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The Mission Statement of this body of believers, 
this congregation, this membership in the body of 
Christ reads that we, at Our Savior’s Way, glorify 
God and make disciples for Jesus by doing three 
things: 

First, by forming relationships; Second, by 
Experiencing Jesus together; and Third, by Sharing 

God’s Love. 

Central to that mission is the very first part, forming 
relationships. In other words, joining as a 
community of believers and encouraging others to 
join this community of believers. 

In Lutheran life, we are guided by the Word of God. 
The Word of God is the highest authority for us and 
directs us in our lives. Or at least, it should. Martin 
Luther made the Word of God the first of his Solas -
Sola (only) Scriptura (the Word of God) was the first 
and foremost guiding principle of faith and grace. In 
fact, it was the basis for the others (sola fide and 
sola gratia). 

So is Community Biblical and therefore the proper 
starting point for the mission statement of this 
church? If we look at the Bible, the Word of God, do 
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we find that God endorses or encourages 
community? Does God want us to be joined 
together as a group of people? Most of you are 
probably saying well yes, pastor. But what is your 
Biblical basis for this assumption which is correct? 

God does want us to be together as a group. And 
why? Can you cite a Bible passage that specifically 
says you and I are to join together as a group of 
people? Most of us probably couldn’t cite a specific 
Bible passage but there is strong evidence in the 
Bible to support the idea that our God is a God of 
community of being together in a group. In fact, we 
confess that idea this morning in the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed when we confess that our God is 
One, but at the same time Three in One as the 
Trinity which is a group, a community.    

And if we were to look for the Biblical basis of that 
truth, we would find it early in the Bible in the Book 
of Genesis.   In Chapter 1, after five days of creation 
before the creation of humans, we read for the first 
time the word “us.” Now the word “us” in most 
languages means more than one. And when we 
look at Genesis 1:26, Moses writes that God said, 
“Let us, make man in our image, after our 
likeness.” Maybe Moses could have made a 
mistake on “us” but not mistakes on the two 
following “ours” all of which indicate more than 
one. In other words, a group, or a community.   



Now, many of you who were catechized in through 
Luther’s Small Catechism know this verse is one of 
the fundamental Biblical basis for the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity. Three persons in One. So our God 
Himself is a God of community. But we can go just a 
bit farther and see the intention of God in creating 
a community as we read about the creation of 
humans further in Chapter 1 as God creates two 
humans, a male, and a female. In a second 
description of the creation of humans, in Chapter 2 
of Genesis, we are given a reason for community. 
God apparently put Adam, the first human, in the 
Garden of Eden alone but after doing so made an 
observation, despite all the things that God had 
made as being described as good, God observed 
that His creation of a single human was not good. 
Listen to those words of God from Genesis 2: 18, 
“Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the 
man should be alone. I will make a helper for 
him.’” So, God created Eve using one of Adam’s 
ribs. Their creation was by God, the source of all 
life. They were connected by their flesh and bone. 
God Himself observed that man should not be 
alone in this world. God saw that man needs to be 
in community. And of course, that community grew 
with the birth of children to Adam and Eve.    

Not only did the number of people in community 
grow, but the need for God to be involved in their 



lives and to regulate their lives grew. Back at the 
Garden of Eden, Satan had sought to destroy the 
good that God had created and caused man to be 
tainted by sin. We know that sin has the capacity to 
cause man to turn on his fellow man, even his 
blood relatives, which is what Cain did when he 
killed his brother Abel. So to preserve the 
community that God had created, even though the 
taint of sin had now been introduced into the 
community, God created a set of conventions for 
how people were to live in community. 
Conventions or rules which we call the Ten 
Commandments. These were God’s ways of 
preserving some of the good of human society and 
community which He had created in light of the 
introduction of sin which the Devil had used to try 
to destroy the good of human community. 

Now, if God had not wanted to preserve the good 
of community, He could have just let it deteriorate 
into a mass of hateful self-destruction. But that was 
not the plan of God. Our God is a God of Good. Not 
good once in a while, but a God of Good all of the 
time. He wanted us to be in community with Him as 
He first intended at the outset in the Garden of 
Eden where He (who was already a God of 
community being a Triune God) lived in our 
presence, the ones who He created. And, despite 
the evil introduced by Satan into this set of 



relationships, God took steps to preserve that 
community as it grew so that we humans could 
continue some semblance of a relationship with 
Him. 

As we read through the Old Testament, humans 
were preserved in community, but they certainly 
did not live well in community. Despite the will and 
decrees of God, humans continued to kill each 
other, steal from each other, rape each other, 
demean each other, envy each other, and lie to 
each other. The relationship they could have had 
with God was ruined when they turned away from 
God and worshipped idols and ignored the loving, 
merciful, wise, and good God who was their 
creator. What a community God had preserved! 
Sounds more like a band of self-indulgent decadent, 
self-satisfying, debauched hedonists. Humans did 
not resemble the good that God had created with 
the intention that they would live with Him in bliss. 
These humans had become the very antithesis of 
what God had intended. In fact, they were really at 
odds with God. They were at war with the 
conventions that He had provided to keep them in 
a community as He wanted for them. They were 
really at war with their Creator. God knew what 
was wrong, it was the sin that had gotten into them 
and polluted them. God had to do something to 
preserve His Creation or He had to destroy it 



altogether. And He did, except for a few humans. 
But His erasure of all life in the Flood didn’t stop 
the effects of the sin that was inherent in man. The 
only thing God could do was to go into their midst. 
God, Himself had to become Man and work to stop 
the destruction of His community of humans. 

The Gospel of St. John (usually read on Christmas 
Day) tells us this is what God did. The Word, that is 
God Himself, became one of us. He joined the 
human cesspool. Now, this Word, this God, was 
there at the Creation as described in Genesis. The 
Word, Jesus, was a part of the “us” recorded in 
Genesis. So, St. John tells us, that God came and 
lived as one of us in community. God came in our 
human form, while still being God, to show and tell 
us how we were to live in community. How we 
could, once again, live with God. God, the Father, 
also sent Jesus to eradicate the effect of sin. He 
designated Jesus to be the sacrifice that purges the 
results of sin – death, from all humans. In His 
wisdom, God saw that by being present with us and 
living with us and then showing how much He loved 
us, by sacrificing His own flesh, we would again 
want to be in community with Him. 

In Colossians, St. Paul tells us Jesus was really the 
first human. He was the Alpha human. He was part 
of the creative process and through Him (as part of 
the Trinity) all things that are created are joined 



together. Jesus reconnects the community of 
humans with the community of the Trinity. Jesus 
does this through the Church of which He is the 
Head. The community of believers in God and in His 
work of creation, redemption, and sanctifications 
all happen in a community. This is the community in 
which we find ourselves today. In the community of 
this church. In the community lead by the first 
human, The Word. In the community that God 
wants to have with us. In the community that binds 
us together through Jesus. And we are first joined 
in this community and in this communion with God 
and with each other through Holy Baptism. We 
become part of the community of believers through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. We are reborn, 
recreated, in that simple act of having Water and 
the Word spoken over us in the name of the first 
community – The Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. And, we have that community and 
communion revitalized and strengthened by 
receiving the very Body and the Blood of Jesus in 
the sacrament of Holy Communion. God acts to 
preserve His relationship with us and fortify and 
reinforce our relationship with each other in the 
very body of Christ. And, miraculously, that body of 
Christ connects us with all those who are in Christ 
across all time and all places as well as in this 
moment in this place and at this time. We are 



joined not only with God through Jesus, but 
miraculously to all others in one community by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. You will confess that this 
morning too.   

Our God is a God of GOOD. He loves His creation. 
We are His creation. He has acted to maintain a 
relationship with us even when we acted to destroy 
our relationship with Him. But He persevered and 
now, we too must persevere and with His help 
maintain a relationship of community through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus with all those in our 
community. In our spiritual community and with 
those around us who can become a part of our 
spiritual community through faith in Jesus Christ 
and our loving Triune God. God, the Father, made a 
huge sacrifice to initiate and maintain our 
community with Him and now through this 
community of faith, Our Savior’s Way Lutheran 
Church, He is looking for us to form relationships 
with others so that He may, and we may be in a 
Christ-like relationship too, based on the Word of 
God. 

Now, let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of our hearts be acceptable in your 
sight, my Rock and My Redeemer. Amen. 


