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In the Old Testament reading from Genesis this morning, 
we hear about an encounter between God and Abraham. 
All of us look upon Abraham as being a bastion of faith who 
trusted God and was rewarded greatly for his faith. Some 
of you know that Abraham was originally named Abram. 
He was a descendant of Noah’s first son, Shem. Following 
the genealogy of the Old Testament, Abram was a 
descendant of Adam.  

Abram was a sinful heathen who grew up in an unbelieving 
and idolatrous society. According to the history of Israel 
found in Joshua 24:2, Abram was raised in a home that was 
pagan. His native city of Ur was in Chaldea, in the general 
region called Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers. It is Iraq today. It was a fertile land and 
was culturally advanced. It was near where the Garden of 
Eden was located according to Genesis 2:14 and was some 
140 miles from where the great city of Babylon would be 
built one day.  

We don’t know exactly how or when God first made 
Himself known to Abraham. That encounter is given only 
one verse Genesis 12:1, but when He did call Abram, God 
made Abram a promise and Abram believed God and had 
faith in God.  

This man who was a descendant of Adam then left his 
home with his family and traveled from Ur to Haran to 
Canaan a 600-mile journey of faith. God called a man who 
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demonstrated faith and made a promise to Him that He 
would cause a nation to form from him and He would exalt 
his name. Abram believed God and made a journey of 
faith.  

God called Abram even though the people around him 
worshipped different gods, Abram trusted God and the 
promises God made to him. He was willing to make a 
sacrifice for himself and his family. In other words, Abram 
was a man of great faith.  

In the reading from Genesis 15, today, God returns to 
Abram, but Abram has been thinking. How can he be the 
father of a nation when he has no children? God says, 
Abram, I brought you this far, 600 miles, and following 
many incidents, I assure you my promises are sure. Then, 
God made the promise a hard and fast agreement. God 
made a covenant with Abram. A deal. As part of the deal, 
God told the future of His people. They would become a 
nation but fall into foreign slavery for 400 years, but God 
would rescue them. He also told Abram his future. And all 
this happened when Abram was in a deep sleep. God 
spoke to Abram in a dream and in the dark of night. And in 
the dream, God depicted the rite that ended all bilateral 
convents (agreements) in the Near East. God passed 
between the split carcasses of several animals. The 
symbols of God’s presence were a smoking fire pot and a 
burning torch. The symbolism of the carcasses in this rite 
was that if either party to the agreement did not uphold 
the terms of the agreement, they would face the same fate 
as the dead animals through which they were walking.  

Now, this was a bilateral agreement between two parties. 
But notice only God walked between the animals in the 



ritual. Abraham was in a deep sleep. In truth, this was a 
unilateral agreement with God being the only one who was 
accepting the terms.  

So, a man called by God from a life of paganism who was a 
relative of Adam is a party to an agreement in which he will 
be the father of a nation that will become the heirs of the 
land now owned by other pagans. God has made a 
commitment to this promise by virtue of an agreement in 
which God Himself has agreed to die if He does not fulfill 
the terms of the agreement.  

Abram has already trusted God and given up his life in a 
pagan nation, traveled with all his family 600 miles, and 
placed his life in God’s hands. Now God has promised to 
respond to Abram with an astounding promise to give him 
and his people all the land that was Canaan and to make 
him the “George Washington” of Israel on that land.  

This is an amazing story, isn’t it? But it is your story and my 
story. God called us. We may not even know when that 
was. He called us to be His servant. He called us to serve 
Him. He called us to carry out His work in this world. Jesus 
reiterates in the Gospel of John what happened with 
Abram when He says: “You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit….”  

God, Jesus, chose you and chose me to be His. Just like 
Abram, we did not have anything to do with it.  It was God 
who acted to make us His. Don’t you feel honored and 
blessed today? God, the one who created the Universe, 
chose you to be His child, and serve Him.  

That is just like Abram, but in the Abram story, there was a 
covenant. There was an agreement. God told of a great 



nation that was to come and a land that was to be given. 
And, if you remember my mentioning it, the covenant was 
usually a bilateral agreement between two parties, but it 
turned out to be a unilateral agreement. Abram didn’t do 
anything but have faith in God. God did all the rest.  

How about in your covenantal relationship with God? What 
can you offer in the covenant, the deal, between you and 
God? What can you do to fulfill your side of the bargain? 
God has given His side of the bargain. He has told you that 
you would be in a relationship with Him and that you 
would be part of a great nation – a community of saints.  

He has promised you a “spiritual land” that would be yours 
for your faith. And who was the one who was killed like the 
animals in the concluding ritual of the covenant with 
Abram? God died because we didn’t keep our side of the 
bargain by remaining faithful. So our covenant was just like 
the one between Abram and God. It was a unilateral 
agreement and God took the punishment for us not 
keeping our side of the bargain.  

What great love our God has for us. He calls us and we fail 
Him. He loves us so much that He takes the punishment for 
our failures and dies when we do not hold up our side of 
the covenant with Him. And, with His death, the death of 
His dearly beloved Son, He makes it possible for us to 
receive the benefits of His promise of eternal life in Heaven 
in the covenant – the covenant in His blood – which we 
memorialize at this Holy Supper.  

How extraordinary is our God? How humbling to be called 
by Him! With Abram, we say, “What can I do, Lord God, to 
keep my side of the bargain? I haven’t got numerous heirs 



to grow the “community of saints” that will inherit the vast 
stretches of Heaven to worship and praise and honor You!  

Last week I spoke to you of the relational community that 
we have with God as His creation and the relational 
community we have with each other through Jesus Christ. 
The two relationships form a cross. The relationship with 
God and the relationship we have with each other are 
connected through the cross of Christ. And the relationship 
with God is cemented in a bond between God and us, but 
with God being the only real active party in the covenant. 
He offers the benefits; He accepts the responsibility for our 
failures in the agreement and He even fulfills the penalties 
of defaulting on the terms of the agreement.  

Now, we must ask what are we to do. We didn’t even 
come to God in the first place and we have all the benefits 
of the promises of God without doing anything. What are 
we to do? We are part of the deal by faith and we trust in 
God. Is that all there is?  

St. Paul tells us no. There is more to it than just that. We 
are to do something in this relationship, and it comes back 
to the cross formed by our relationships with God and each 
other.  

Hear what St. Paul says we are to do in Colossians 3:  

As God's chosen ones, who are holy and beloved, put on 
compassionate hearts, show kindness, demonstrate 
humility, meekness, and patience, bear each other up, 
and, if one of you has a complaint against another one, 
forgive each other; for just as the Lord has forgiven you, 
you also must forgive.  



And above all these put on love, because love binds 
everything together in perfect harmony.  

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body. Be thankful.  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God.  

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.  

Your relationship with God is bound up in a covenant of 
blood that was our fault. We were held under the tyranny 
of sin in a land ruled by Satan. But our God came and 
rescued us. He set aside a place for us and He asked 
nothing of us but to make the journey of faith and believe 
in what He has done in His love for us.  

He looks for us to be like Him, like the image in which He 
created us. He looks for us to show boundless love as He 
did through His Son who lived among us. He looks for us to 
be thankful for being called by Him and given the honor 
and privilege of being His. He looks for us to demonstrate 
all the good that is our God even to those who are not 
good to us. He looks for us to forgive as He has forgiven us 
and paid the price for our sinfulness sparing us spiritual 
death.  

You were called by God. You are a very special person in 
the eyes of God. What are you showing the eyes of God? 
Are you living in a relationship with Him that mirrors His 
image and mirrors His love in your relationships with those 



around you in this body of Christ and to those who may be 
called by God to it?  

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


