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Grace to you and peace from God, our Father, and our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.  

At Our Savior’s Way Lutheran Church our mission is to glorify God 
and make disciples for Jesus by (1) Forming Relationships; (2) 
Experiencing Jesus Together and (3) Sharing God’s Love. Today is 
the last of our messages on the topic of forming relationships. We 
have spent a great amount of time on this aspect of our mission 
statement. Some of you have probably wondered why and are 
relieved to hear me announce this is the last in the sermon series.  

The importance of relationships in any Christian church is 
fundamental to the teachings of Jesus and the will of God. It is the 
basis of the unity and community of the church. St. Paul described 
the church of Jesus in Ephesians 2: 20-21 as a dwelling in which God 
lives built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with 
Jesus as the cornerstone. The whole building is joined together and 
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. In verse 22 St. Paul says, 
“And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling 
in which God lives by his Spirit.” It is our relationships which are 
the Church of God. It is through our development of relationships 
with others that we continue to build the Church of God.  

When our relationships are based on love for each other, as Jesus 
directed us in John 13:34 and 35 when He said: “A new command I 
give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples 
if you love one another.” If this happens, the church grows and 
thrives. When that command is broken by members of the church, 
the walls begin to crumble and weaken. The church decays and 
dies. When those who are in a relationship in a church attack each 
other, gossip about each other, send harmful emails to each other, 
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argue with each other, hurt each other, despise each other, and 
become hateful of each other, the church is no longer a vision of 
the love of Jesus. It is a violation of His command to us to love one 
another and it is a violation of the 5th Commandment (not to kill – 
physically or spiritually) and the 8th commandment (not to give 
false testimony). When this happens in a church, Jesus is not 
obeyed, and God is not honored. The body is weakened, and no 
new building or growth is possible in the body of Christ. That is 
Jesus’ church, the communion of saints. Instead, it is undermined 
to the joy and delight of the devil.  

There is a story about Satan’s devil flying over various churches and 
assigning new evil angels to churches so that they might cause the 
churches to collapse. As they are flying over a particularly beautiful 
church with a very high steeple, one of the perspective evil angels 
asks Satan why he cannot be assigned to that church. Satan 
answers, “Oh, I don’t need you to go to that church, the people of 
that church are already fighting so much among themselves, they 
will destroy their church without our help.”  

We are all sinners. We all have original sin. We all violate all of the 
commandments. But we have all been called by God to serve Him.  

The Psalm this morning tells of the intimacy with which we are in 
relationship to our God. God knows us so well that He knows our 
every thought, word, and deed. It is like the intimate relationship 
between a husband and wife or between two siblings in which they 
know each other so well they can tell what the other will say in a 
situation. “I knew you would say (or do) that.” And God has known 
us since before we were born. In His omniscience, God knows us 
intimately.  

The psalmist marvels about this wonderful knowledge of God and 
close intimacy in our lives. But that can be somewhat disconcerting. 
If God knows that much about us and knows our every thought, 
word, and deed, He is also our judge for all that. This is scary, isn’t 
it? We are all sinners in His church, and we do not love our neighbor 
as ourselves as Jesus commanded and we do not forgive and try to 
understand our neighbors as God commanded. How does God look 



at us when we act in those ways and how can He have any mercy 
on us? In our relationship with Him, God knows us. He sees what 
we do. He has seen what all the creatures He created did and He 
knows how, through our free will, we act selfishly and sinfully.  

God foresaw the potential acts of Adam and Eve, the potential act 
of Cain concerning his brother, Abel, the sinful acts of King David 
concerning one of his subjects, and the wife of one of his military 
officers. He foresaw the deception of his father by Jacob. He 
foresaw the contemptible words of the neighbors of Job in his 
misery. He foresaw the merciless sale of Joseph into slavery by his 
brothers and their lies to his father. He foresaw the vicious attacks 
on Jesus, His own Son, by the religious leaders. And because He is 
omniscient, He sees you and me. 

All the examples in the Bible are there to show us ourselves and 
how we, in our free will, can act without love and with malice in our 
relationships. We, in the church, who hear the Word of God should 
be especially aware of how relationships can be damaged because 
we hear and can read the words of God that He has given us to see 
as He sees. God our Father (notice the relationship there between 
you and God?) did what any good earthly father does, He shows 
love even when His children are rebellious and misbehave. He acts 
to punish but He also acts to preserve. Any good father will do that. 
So, too, with our heavenly Father who is a model for all parents – 
fathers and mothers.  

Our heavenly Father is loving. He knows what we will do with our 
free will AND, even worse, He sees us do it and He has prescribed a 
punishment for it. But because of His love for us, His children, He 
has chosen to find a means of forgiving us by placing the judgment 
and the punishment on someone else. That someone else is our 
brother, Jesus. Jesus took the judgment and punishment for all the 
sinful things God knows we have done and will do. That does not 
give us a free ticket. It gives us grace for a time. And in that time, 
we need to use our free will to rein in our sinfulness that can, and 
does, hurt and harm others. Time to use our free will to walk the 
way of Jesus, which is the way of love. And this is especially true 



with our brothers and sisters in this church because the way that 
we act toward each other as brothers and sisters in Christ is noted 
outside the walls of this church by others. Others know who we are 
- a church of loving Christians who are disciples of Jesus emerging 
imps whose devilish acts will lead to the destruction of this church.  

Prayer is the answer to temptation. The Bible is the way to fend off 
the devil when we are tempted. When the devil tempts us to attack 
those who we perceive have hurt us and show them what we are 
feeling. The love of Christ says, “Father forgive them.” When the 
devil tempts to gossip and defame or verbally abuse others, the 
love of God tells us to love as He has loved us and not say anything 
if you cannot say something good.  

Our relationship with God is one in which He is ever-present 
(omnipresent) and all-knowing (omniscient). That is truly 
comforting as the psalmist wrote, but it is also a warning to us that 
He sees what others may not see in our sin and He sees what others 
may not see in our acts of love.  

Jesus showed us His acts of love in many ways, but especially when 
He took the path to the cross to die for our sins. We are indebted 
to Him for accepting our judgment and punishment. We can do 
nothing less than honor Him and our Father who sent Him by loving 
others in our homes, our schools, our places of work, our 
communities, our country, and especially in our church.  

The Epistle from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians expands on 
the knowledge and will of God found in the reading from Psalms. 
You and I have been chosen from BEFORE the foundation of the 
world. For what purpose? To be holy (without sin) and blameless 
(without guilt) before Him and because of His love YOU have been 
adopted to be in a relationship with Him as His children and given 
redemption, forgiveness, grace. Ultimately, so YOU may unite all in 
Him both on earth and in heaven. Unity with each other is the 
outgrowth of unity with God. Disunity with each other is the 
outgrowth of disunity with God and unity with the purposes of 
Satan. God wants a connection with you in a relationship with Him. 
He wants you to be connected with others through Jesus in a 



relationship that mirrors His love. AND He wants you to encourage 
others to become enmeshed with you in this set of connective 
relationships with Him in faith as disciples. You and I have been 
called (elected) to do this. We must guard against our sinful natures 
and pray for the will to relate to each other in love and reach out 
to others in love.  

It could all start with: “I’m sorry for what I said or did to you. Can 
you forgive me?” It could start with: “Hello, my name is ______, I 
don’t think I know you even though we have been coming here to 
church all these years (lived in this neighborhood for years.)” It 
could start with, “What can I do to help you with that burden – 
opening the door, listening to a problem, offering a cup of coffee, 
visiting someone who is alone, sharing the story of your faith by 
sharing the story of your sin and God’s grace.” It could start by 
inviting someone to church, asking about the health of someone, 
or their loved one. Today, you have been called from before the 
foundations of the world to be God’s chosen one to share His love 
with those who you know in your relationship here in this church 
and those who don’t know that this church is here.  

God, in His omniscience, is with you and watching you. How will you 
act today beginning at this church? God knows and so do those 
around you.  

In the name of the Father, and the Son + and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


