
 
 

Our Savior’s Way Lutheran Church   Pastor Tyson Labuhn  

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

It’s Gaudete Sunday – the third Sunday in the season of 
Advent. Gaudete is a Latin word for rejoice. So, on this third 
Sunday in Advent, we joyously look forward to the coming of 
our Lord Jesus. And because of that, the pink candle on our 
Advent wreath is lit. Like a pink rose because of the love and 
the joy that will be ours when He comes again. And it also 
reminds us that we’re more than halfway there in this season 
of preparation, as we look forward to the celebration of His 
first coming at Christmas.  

This year will be a little different though. We’re not going to 
gather together the same way we did in the past. Health 
concerns and warnings from authorities have been in the 
news for months now, telling us that only those in the same 
household should congregate together – with the exception 
of religious services. And so, while we might rejoice that a 
vaccine is on the way, we can also look forward to 
celebrating His coming even though things are different this 
year. 

For good and bad, over the past year, we’ve all spent a little 
more time at home. Most have been working from home and 
didn’t have to commute and some are using that time to get 
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out and exercise more often. Some are finally getting to 
those home projects that we never really had the time to do. 
And yet, some are simply watching way too much Netflix.  

But if we take a look within ourselves, the joy that we had 
this time last year seems to be somewhat stifled, if not 
extinguished after all that we’ve been through. You can see it 
in the way that we haven’t always been faithful stewards in 
fulfilling our Christian callings. We haven’t always given Him 
thanks for the forgiveness that He brings, or the joy that is 
ours because of His salvation. And yet, as we heard in our 
Epistle reading for today, St. Paul still encourages us to 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you.”  

God’s will is for all of us to rejoice, pray, and give thanks in all 
circumstances! All circumstances! And yet, with all the 
seemingly catastrophic distractions in our world, many of us 
have forgotten to give Him thanks for all His benefits. We 
pray, but we often do so only when things aren’t going well. 
And we rejoice when we become aware of unexpectedly 
good things that happen for us. Rather than obeying God’s 
commands, oftentimes we simply do what we want to do, 
thinking about ourselves, and when that happens it can 
become easy for us to neglect His Word. Rather than paying 
attention to His Word, either consciously or unconsciously – 
it seems like we embrace evil, rather than testing everything, 
to hold on to that which is good. We fall prey to things like 
deceit, malice, greed, and drunkenness, instead of looking to 



the Lord for help. It seems like drugs, divorce, and suicide are 
increasing. Rather than listening to God’s Word and what He 
has to say, it seems that we’d rather follow the latest self-
help trends and listen to what the world has to say to us.  

Joy, prayer, and thanksgiving can be hard to find in times of 
trouble. – Notice that it’s not happiness. Happiness isn’t the 
same as joy. Happiness is a pleasurable feeling that can be 
temporary and can lead to a feeling of emptiness. We don’t 
need to be happy all the time, but as Christians, we can, and 
should, be joyful in the Lord. We should pray, not in 
hopelessness, but trusting in the Lord. And even though we 
might think that it’s hard to do so living in an evil age, we 
shouldn’t stop giving Him thanks. Because if we do, we run 
the risk of quenching the work of His Spirit in and through 
our lives.  

You see, Jesus came into the world to be our Prince of Peace. 
And it’s by His Spirit, soul, and body that He brings about 
holiness for us. He came to us, and as one of us, lived a holy 
life. He perfectly fulfilled all that God commanded us to do. 
He instituted baptism to wash away all our sins and receive 
His Spirit. Knowing that He would be betrayed, He gave 
thanks and instituted what we call the Lord’s Supper so that 
we might partake of His very body and blood. And it was for 
the joy that was set before Him that He endured the cross, 
despising the shame and yet holding fast to that which is 
good, that He shed His blood for us on the cross so that we 
might have peace with God and one another. And it’s by His 
Spirit, that God faithfully makes us holy in our Lord, Jesus 



Christ. His Spirit continues to sanctify us and makes us holy. 
He’s there in the waters when we’re made holy through 
baptism. He’s there to make us holy when we receive 
absolution, reminding us of the forgiveness that is ours in 
Him. And He was there even when our Lord prayed for us on 
the cross – forgive them, Father, for they know not what they 
do. Even today, His Spirit is still present when the preaching 
of the Gospel message prophesies to us about the holiness 
that is ours in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  

You know, today is Gaudete Sunday – the third Sunday in the 
season of Advent. Gaudete is a Latin word for rejoice. And we 
rejoice because, even though we might not always be faithful 
in this life, we rejoice that Jesus Christ, who came in the 
flesh, is not only blameless, but His Spirit is faithful in 
sanctifying us. Keeping us “blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” so that we might think about, look forward 
to, and rejoice at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


