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In the Gospel of John, John compares the birth of Jesus as 
the beginning of a new creation. In the beginning before 
God’s creation, there was only darkness. And as the Father 
spoke “Let there be light” and the Spirit of God moved, 
there was light. John tells us that this creative Word of God 
was Jesus Christ. Jesus was with God from the beginning 
and through Him, all things were made. And then John tells 
us something even more amazing is that the Word of God 
became human flesh.  

When we imagine the manger scene and the little child, 
Jesus, lying in the manger, this very serene and peaceful 
scene is filled with hope and the power of God to make all 
things new. The creation which was so shattered by sin was 
now being redeemed and recreated. Jesus was born to 
destroy the power of sin and the power of death and the 
power of evil, once and forever. Christmas is an awesome 
event, motivated and empowered by God’s love for His 
creation and for you and me.  

Christmas is a special day. Perhaps more than any other 
day, we strive to let those around us know how much we 
love them. We make our love known through cards, 
telephone calls, by visiting and sharing gifts, and by giving 
each other hugs, even if they are virtual ones. But nothing 
we do can compare to the love God has given to us in Jesus 
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Christ. How blessed we are because God has given us 
Himself. Jesus Christ is Emmanuel, God with us.  

When couples are preparing to get married and going 
through pre-marital counseling, I often remind them, that 
the three most expensive words a person can say are: “I 
love you.” When you love someone you are giving them 
your whole life. Love demands all our time, our treasure, 
our talent, and all that we are. When you love someone 
your life is not your own anymore. Your life belongs to the 
one you love. Love is radical. Love commits us to someone 
for better or for worst. There are times in all of our families 
when we struggle for the patience or the energy or the 
forgiveness it takes to makes our relationships work. And 
when it comes to loving those who have hurt us or 
disappointed us it is really hard. This is what makes God’s 
love for us in Jesus Christ so amazing. When God loved us, 
God gave Himself to us and shared with us everything He is 
and all that belongs to Him. In Jesus Christ, God joined 
Himself to us for better or for worst. He committed Himself 
to be with us in our joys as well as in our sorrows, our 
achievements as well as in our failures, most of all He 
committed Himself to us to carry our guilt for breaking 
God’s laws and bear our judgment for us by dying on a 
cross. Jesus was born to share with us the brokenness of 
our humanity and to give to us everything that belongs to 
God, His forgiveness, His righteousness, and eternal life.  

If there was ever a group of people who were surprised by 
God’s grace it was the shepherds. The shepherds were out 
in the fields watching their shepherd just like any other 
evening and a host of heavenly angels appeared to them. 
The shepherds did not do anything to earn such an 



appearance nor did they deserve it. In their society, they 
were at the bottom of the food chain. And yet it was to 
these poor shepherds that the angels said: “FEAR NOT! 
FOR, BEHOLD I BRING YOU TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY. THIS 
SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE. FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS 
DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOR WHICH IS CHRIST 
THE LORD.” As the shepherds were invited to seek the 
Savior and to worship Him, we too are invited to seek Him 
and to worship Him this morning. The good news of 
Christmas is that Jesus was born for all people. Whether 
you are deeply religious or not religious at all, the good 
news of Christmas is: “Unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”  

The mystery of the incarnation is that God has joined 
Himself to our lives. The creator has become one with all of 
His creation. In the Christmas song, “Do you hear what I 
hear” the wind says to the little lamb, “Do you see what I 
see?” And the lamb says to the shepherds, “Do you hear 
what I hear?” And the shepherds say to the King, “Do you 
know what I know?” A child is shivering in the cold. And 
the Kings says, “He will bring us goodness and light.” It 
would be interesting to ask these questions from God’s 
perspective. “Do you see what God sees? Do you hear 
what God hears? Do you know what God knows?” God 
sees our sorrow and suffering. God hears our groans, our 
disappointments, our fears, and our prayers. God knows 
our weaknesses and our sins. He knows we cannot save 
ourselves. So, in love, God joined Himself to our human 
condition that He might do for us what we could not do for 
ourselves. The child who was born in a manger in 
Bethlehem is born to die on a cross on Calvary to give us 
eternal life.  



Christmas is more than a holiday. It is a day that blesses all 
our days. As God so graciously has given us His Son, His 
love empowers us to give our lives for the good of others. 
As we adore the baby Jesus, we celebrate the infinite value 
of every human life, whether shepherd or Wiseman, male 
or female, rich or poor, Jew or Gentile, white or black, or 
whether born or still in our mother’s womb, we are all 
equal in God’s sight and blessed by His love and His peace.  

When the shepherds found Mary, Joseph, and the baby, 
and saw the salvation of God, they left the stable praising 
God with joyful hearts, proclaiming to everyone: “Do you 
see what I’ve seen? Have you heard what I’ve heard? Do 
you know what I know? Our Savior has come! He is Christ 
the Lord.” As you think about what you want to give Jesus 
for His birthday, the greatest gift that you can give Him is 
yourself. Just as Jesus loved us and gave Himself to us, love 
compels us to give our lives to God and to seek to do His 
will, that we might bring His peace and love into the world. 
Please pray with me:  

Lord, thank You for sending Your Son to be our Savior. 
Thank You for looking upon each of us this Christmas with 
kindness and love. Thank You for giving Your life as a 
sacrifice for our sins. We have nothing to give You except 
ourselves. Use our lives to bless the poor, our talents and 
gifts to strengthen the unity of all peoples, and our love to 
heal the brokenness around us and to share Your peace. 
We yield our lives to You and pray that we might do Your 
will so the world might find life in Jesus’ name. Amen.  


