
 
 
Our Savior’s Way Lutheran Church            Pastor Tyson Labuhn  

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Can you have faith without trust? Every day people trust that 
certain things will happen. That the sun will rise in the 
morning and set in the evening. Days will come and go. Your 
car will start, and you can go where you need to go. People 
have faith in the ordinary things, and believe it or not, they 
can also have faith in the extraordinary things as well, 
especially when it comes to faith in Jesus.  

This morning, in our Gospel reading, we heard the 
continuation of John chapter 6, when Jesus shared that He is 
the Bread of Life. If you remember, after feeding the 5,000 
and walking on the water, He had crossed to the other side 
and was teaching the crowds that He is the true bread that 
came down from heaven that gives life to the world. 
Whoever comes to Him shall not hunger. And whoever 
believes in Him shall never thirst. Because He gives His flesh 
for food and His blood for drink.  

In human terms though, when we apply logic to His 
statement…this is a hard teaching to believe. And not 
surprisingly, the Jews who heard Jesus speak this message in 
the synagogue that day in Capernaum began to grumble. Just 
like we do at times when we try to rely on our own strength 
and reasoning when we ought to simply trust and believe in 
Jesus. And even though grumblers don’t take their 
complaints to the one who can resolve their issue, Jesus 
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knowing them as He did, tried to help them better 
understand. He said to them, that, unlike their forefathers 
who ate the manna in the wilderness and died, if they ate the 
bread of life, they would have eternal life and He would raise 
them up again on the last day.  

It was a hard message for them and others to hear, so much 
so that even some of His own disciples began to grumble. So, 
He said to them, “Do you take offense at this? What if you 
were to see the Son of Man ascending to where He was 
before?” (v.61b, 62)  

In our world today there are some who apply their own 
wisdom and logic to Jesus and His message and have trouble 
believing. It certainly doesn’t help that the world continues - 
as it has in the past - to challenge what God has to say. It 
seems the world offers all kinds of temptations for people to 
give in to and to give up on God.  

And when that happens, in our sinfulness, we think that 
we’re somehow wiser than God and His Word. And 
somehow, because of our dominion over the rest of creation, 
we don’t really have to listen or pay attention to God or His 
Word. Instead, in our own reasoning and logic, we should 
simply do what we want, when we want, so that we can 
simply please ourselves. 

“Don’t they know who I am?” That’s what the man said to his 
wife who was next to him at the DMV when he went to get 
his license renewed. While the clerk behind the counter 
regarded him as just another person, he continued to do his 
job as he had for countless others before him. But the man’s 
wife who knew who he was and where he had come from, 
replied, “Yeah, you’re the plumber’s son who just happened 
to get lucky.”  



Where earthly wisdom and human intelligence ends, faith 
continues to believe in the hard teachings of Jesus. Jesus 
knows everything there is to know about us. He knows the 
very words that we need to hear, what we need to 
understand and believe. Through His Word, He brings to us 
His Spirit to help us believe in the Good News, that through 
His death and resurrection our sins are forgiven and we 
receive eternal life.  

This isn’t something that we could do ourselves, or even 
believe on our own. And yet, God doesn’t entrust this to our 
own understanding or decision-making abilities. Rather, 
despite our sinfulness, He does everything for us that we 
might be saved. And it was His choice to share with us His 
love, grace, and mercy so that we might be given the faith to 
trust and believe in the message of our salvation.  

And it was His choice to send His Spirit that we might be able 
to live out our lives of faith. Because each one of us is born 
into a sinful world with sinful hearts. And yet, through our 
baptism, not only does He give us His Spirit to live within us, 
but He also fulfills His promise spoken through the prophet 
Ezekiel. It says, “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit 
I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put 
my Spirit within you and cause you to follow my decrees and 
be careful to obey my rules….you shall be my people, and I 
will be your God.” (Ezekiel 36:26, 27, 28b)  

It’s His Spirit that gives us faith to trust and believe the hard 
teaching that we simply can’t save ourselves. His Spirit 
motivates and encourages us to hear His Word when it is 
spoken and proclaimed. Even during a pandemic when you’re 
watching online or sitting in the sanctuary and feel like there 



are not too many people here. He does so that no matter 
how weak we might feel in our faith at times, we might 
continue to grow in His Word.  

God’s grace is truly amazing. And while we feel good about 
ourselves whenever we do something good, when it comes 
to our salvation, God has already chosen for us. Our only 
choice is to reject God’s message of salvation. Because He 
already sent His Son, Jesus Christ, who died and rose again 
for us so that we might have eternal life in Him. And even 
sent us His Spirit through baptism, that we might have faith 
to believe in this extraordinary event and trust in Him as we 
live out our lives as His hands and feet during the ordinary 
events of this world. Sharing His love and caring for those 
around us, those in need, trusting and believing in Him even 
when we hear hard teachings.  

So, can you have faith without trust? Many will still get 
offended and chose to reject Jesus and His Words. Some, in 
their own logic and reasoning, may even try to twist His 
Words to suit it for their own purposes. But no one can come 
to Him unless it is granted him by the Father. And faith 
comes to us from God, that we may trust and believe that 
Jesus is the Bread of Life, the holy one of God. For in the end, 
as St. John wrote in his first epistle, “everyone who has been 
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world – our faith. Who is it that 
overcomes the world except for the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4) May you always 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God who brings to you eternal 
life, that you may live with Him both now and always.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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to get lucky.”  



Where earthly wisdom and human intelligence ends, faith 
continues to believe in the hard teachings of Jesus. Jesus 
knows everything there is to know about us. He knows the 
very words that we need to hear, what we need to 
understand and believe. Through His Word, He brings to us 
His Spirit to help us believe in the Good News, that through 
His death and resurrection our sins are forgiven and we 
receive eternal life.  

This isn’t something that we could do ourselves, or even 
believe on our own. And yet, God doesn’t entrust this to our 
own understanding or decision-making abilities. Rather, 
despite our sinfulness, He does everything for us that we 
might be saved. And it was His choice to share with us His 
love, grace, and mercy so that we might be given the faith to 
trust and believe in the message of our salvation.  

And it was His choice to send His Spirit that we might be able 
to live out our lives of faith. Because each one of us is born 
into a sinful world with sinful hearts. And yet, through our 
baptism, not only does He give us His Spirit to live within us, 
but He also fulfills His promise spoken through the prophet 
Ezekiel. It says, “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit 
I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put 
my Spirit within you and cause you to follow my decrees and 
be careful to obey my rules….you shall be my people, and I 
will be your God.” (Ezekiel 36:26, 27, 28b)  

It’s His Spirit that gives us faith to trust and believe the hard 
teaching that we simply can’t save ourselves. His Spirit 
motivates and encourages us to hear His Word when it is 
spoken and proclaimed. Even during a pandemic when you’re 
watching online or sitting in the sanctuary and feel like there 



are not too many people here. He does so that no matter 
how weak we might feel in our faith at times, we might 
continue to grow in His Word.  

God’s grace is truly amazing. And while we feel good about 
ourselves whenever we do something good, when it comes 
to our salvation, God has already chosen for us. Our only 
choice is to reject God’s message of salvation. Because He 
already sent His Son, Jesus Christ, who died and rose again 
for us so that we might have eternal life in Him. And even 
sent us His Spirit through baptism, that we might have faith 
to believe in this extraordinary event and trust in Him as we 
live out our lives as His hands and feet during the ordinary 
events of this world. Sharing His love and caring for those 
around us, those in need, trusting and believing in Him even 
when we hear hard teachings.  

So, can you have faith without trust? Many will still get 
offended and chose to reject Jesus and His Words. Some, in 
their own logic and reasoning, may even try to twist His 
Words to suit it for their own purposes. But no one can come 
to Him unless it is granted him by the Father. And faith 
comes to us from God, that we may trust and believe that 
Jesus is the Bread of Life, the holy one of God. For in the end, 
as St. John wrote in his first epistle, “everyone who has been 
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world – our faith. Who is it that 
overcomes the world except for the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4) May you always 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God who brings to you eternal 
life, that you may live with Him both now and always.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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car will start, and you can go where you need to go. People 
have faith in the ordinary things, and believe it or not, they 
can also have faith in the extraordinary things as well, 
especially when it comes to faith in Jesus.  

This morning, in our Gospel reading, we heard the 
continuation of John chapter 6, when Jesus shared that He is 
the Bread of Life. If you remember, after feeding the 5,000 
and walking on the water, He had crossed to the other side 
and was teaching the crowds that He is the true bread that 
came down from heaven that gives life to the world. 
Whoever comes to Him shall not hunger. And whoever 
believes in Him shall never thirst. Because He gives His flesh 
for food and His blood for drink.  

In human terms though, when we apply logic to His 
statement…this is a hard teaching to believe. And not 
surprisingly, the Jews who heard Jesus speak this message in 
the synagogue that day in Capernaum began to grumble. Just 
like we do at times when we try to rely on our own strength 
and reasoning when we ought to simply trust and believe in 
Jesus. And even though grumblers don’t take their 
complaints to the one who can resolve their issue, Jesus 
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before?” (v.61b, 62)  

In our world today there are some who apply their own 
wisdom and logic to Jesus and His message and have trouble 
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Words to suit it for their own purposes. But no one can come 
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comes to us from God, that we may trust and believe that 
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born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
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car will start, and you can go where you need to go. People 
have faith in the ordinary things, and believe it or not, they 
can also have faith in the extraordinary things as well, 
especially when it comes to faith in Jesus.  

This morning, in our Gospel reading, we heard the 
continuation of John chapter 6, when Jesus shared that He is 
the Bread of Life. If you remember, after feeding the 5,000 
and walking on the water, He had crossed to the other side 
and was teaching the crowds that He is the true bread that 
came down from heaven that gives life to the world. 
Whoever comes to Him shall not hunger. And whoever 
believes in Him shall never thirst. Because He gives His flesh 
for food and His blood for drink.  

In human terms though, when we apply logic to His 
statement…this is a hard teaching to believe. And not 
surprisingly, the Jews who heard Jesus speak this message in 
the synagogue that day in Capernaum began to grumble. Just 
like we do at times when we try to rely on our own strength 
and reasoning when we ought to simply trust and believe in 
Jesus. And even though grumblers don’t take their 
complaints to the one who can resolve their issue, Jesus 
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knowing them as He did, tried to help them better 
understand. He said to them, that, unlike their forefathers 
who ate the manna in the wilderness and died, if they ate the 
bread of life, they would have eternal life and He would raise 
them up again on the last day.  

It was a hard message for them and others to hear, so much 
so that even some of His own disciples began to grumble. So, 
He said to them, “Do you take offense at this? What if you 
were to see the Son of Man ascending to where He was 
before?” (v.61b, 62)  

In our world today there are some who apply their own 
wisdom and logic to Jesus and His message and have trouble 
believing. It certainly doesn’t help that the world continues - 
as it has in the past - to challenge what God has to say. It 
seems the world offers all kinds of temptations for people to 
give in to and to give up on God.  

And when that happens, in our sinfulness, we think that 
we’re somehow wiser than God and His Word. And 
somehow, because of our dominion over the rest of creation, 
we don’t really have to listen or pay attention to God or His 
Word. Instead, in our own reasoning and logic, we should 
simply do what we want, when we want, so that we can 
simply please ourselves. 

“Don’t they know who I am?” That’s what the man said to his 
wife who was next to him at the DMV when he went to get 
his license renewed. While the clerk behind the counter 
regarded him as just another person, he continued to do his 
job as he had for countless others before him. But the man’s 
wife who knew who he was and where he had come from, 
replied, “Yeah, you’re the plumber’s son who just happened 
to get lucky.”  



Where earthly wisdom and human intelligence ends, faith 
continues to believe in the hard teachings of Jesus. Jesus 
knows everything there is to know about us. He knows the 
very words that we need to hear, what we need to 
understand and believe. Through His Word, He brings to us 
His Spirit to help us believe in the Good News, that through 
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This isn’t something that we could do ourselves, or even 
believe on our own. And yet, God doesn’t entrust this to our 
own understanding or decision-making abilities. Rather, 
despite our sinfulness, He does everything for us that we 
might be saved. And it was His choice to share with us His 
love, grace, and mercy so that we might be given the faith to 
trust and believe in the message of our salvation.  

And it was His choice to send His Spirit that we might be able 
to live out our lives of faith. Because each one of us is born 
into a sinful world with sinful hearts. And yet, through our 
baptism, not only does He give us His Spirit to live within us, 
but He also fulfills His promise spoken through the prophet 
Ezekiel. It says, “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit 
I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put 
my Spirit within you and cause you to follow my decrees and 
be careful to obey my rules….you shall be my people, and I 
will be your God.” (Ezekiel 36:26, 27, 28b)  

It’s His Spirit that gives us faith to trust and believe the hard 
teaching that we simply can’t save ourselves. His Spirit 
motivates and encourages us to hear His Word when it is 
spoken and proclaimed. Even during a pandemic when you’re 
watching online or sitting in the sanctuary and feel like there 



are not too many people here. He does so that no matter 
how weak we might feel in our faith at times, we might 
continue to grow in His Word.  

God’s grace is truly amazing. And while we feel good about 
ourselves whenever we do something good, when it comes 
to our salvation, God has already chosen for us. Our only 
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comes to us from God, that we may trust and believe that 
Jesus is the Bread of Life, the holy one of God. For in the end, 
as St. John wrote in his first epistle, “everyone who has been 
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world – our faith. Who is it that 
overcomes the world except for the one who believes that 
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He said to them, “Do you take offense at this? What if you 
were to see the Son of Man ascending to where He was 
before?” (v.61b, 62)  

In our world today there are some who apply their own 
wisdom and logic to Jesus and His message and have trouble 
believing. It certainly doesn’t help that the world continues - 
as it has in the past - to challenge what God has to say. It 
seems the world offers all kinds of temptations for people to 
give in to and to give up on God.  

And when that happens, in our sinfulness, we think that 
we’re somehow wiser than God and His Word. And 
somehow, because of our dominion over the rest of creation, 
we don’t really have to listen or pay attention to God or His 
Word. Instead, in our own reasoning and logic, we should 
simply do what we want, when we want, so that we can 
simply please ourselves. 

“Don’t they know who I am?” That’s what the man said to his 
wife who was next to him at the DMV when he went to get 
his license renewed. While the clerk behind the counter 
regarded him as just another person, he continued to do his 
job as he had for countless others before him. But the man’s 
wife who knew who he was and where he had come from, 
replied, “Yeah, you’re the plumber’s son who just happened 
to get lucky.”  



Where earthly wisdom and human intelligence ends, faith 
continues to believe in the hard teachings of Jesus. Jesus 
knows everything there is to know about us. He knows the 
very words that we need to hear, what we need to 
understand and believe. Through His Word, He brings to us 
His Spirit to help us believe in the Good News, that through 
His death and resurrection our sins are forgiven and we 
receive eternal life.  

This isn’t something that we could do ourselves, or even 
believe on our own. And yet, God doesn’t entrust this to our 
own understanding or decision-making abilities. Rather, 
despite our sinfulness, He does everything for us that we 
might be saved. And it was His choice to share with us His 
love, grace, and mercy so that we might be given the faith to 
trust and believe in the message of our salvation.  

And it was His choice to send His Spirit that we might be able 
to live out our lives of faith. Because each one of us is born 
into a sinful world with sinful hearts. And yet, through our 
baptism, not only does He give us His Spirit to live within us, 
but He also fulfills His promise spoken through the prophet 
Ezekiel. It says, “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit 
I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put 
my Spirit within you and cause you to follow my decrees and 
be careful to obey my rules….you shall be my people, and I 
will be your God.” (Ezekiel 36:26, 27, 28b)  

It’s His Spirit that gives us faith to trust and believe the hard 
teaching that we simply can’t save ourselves. His Spirit 
motivates and encourages us to hear His Word when it is 
spoken and proclaimed. Even during a pandemic when you’re 
watching online or sitting in the sanctuary and feel like there 



are not too many people here. He does so that no matter 
how weak we might feel in our faith at times, we might 
continue to grow in His Word.  

God’s grace is truly amazing. And while we feel good about 
ourselves whenever we do something good, when it comes 
to our salvation, God has already chosen for us. Our only 
choice is to reject God’s message of salvation. Because He 
already sent His Son, Jesus Christ, who died and rose again 
for us so that we might have eternal life in Him. And even 
sent us His Spirit through baptism, that we might have faith 
to believe in this extraordinary event and trust in Him as we 
live out our lives as His hands and feet during the ordinary 
events of this world. Sharing His love and caring for those 
around us, those in need, trusting and believing in Him even 
when we hear hard teachings.  

So, can you have faith without trust? Many will still get 
offended and chose to reject Jesus and His Words. Some, in 
their own logic and reasoning, may even try to twist His 
Words to suit it for their own purposes. But no one can come 
to Him unless it is granted him by the Father. And faith 
comes to us from God, that we may trust and believe that 
Jesus is the Bread of Life, the holy one of God. For in the end, 
as St. John wrote in his first epistle, “everyone who has been 
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world – our faith. Who is it that 
overcomes the world except for the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4) May you always 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God who brings to you eternal 
life, that you may live with Him both now and always.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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car will start, and you can go where you need to go. People 
have faith in the ordinary things, and believe it or not, they 
can also have faith in the extraordinary things as well, 
especially when it comes to faith in Jesus.  

This morning, in our Gospel reading, we heard the 
continuation of John chapter 6, when Jesus shared that He is 
the Bread of Life. If you remember, after feeding the 5,000 
and walking on the water, He had crossed to the other side 
and was teaching the crowds that He is the true bread that 
came down from heaven that gives life to the world. 
Whoever comes to Him shall not hunger. And whoever 
believes in Him shall never thirst. Because He gives His flesh 
for food and His blood for drink.  

In human terms though, when we apply logic to His 
statement…this is a hard teaching to believe. And not 
surprisingly, the Jews who heard Jesus speak this message in 
the synagogue that day in Capernaum began to grumble. Just 
like we do at times when we try to rely on our own strength 
and reasoning when we ought to simply trust and believe in 
Jesus. And even though grumblers don’t take their 
complaints to the one who can resolve their issue, Jesus 
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be careful to obey my rules….you shall be my people, and I 
will be your God.” (Ezekiel 36:26, 27, 28b)  

It’s His Spirit that gives us faith to trust and believe the hard 
teaching that we simply can’t save ourselves. His Spirit 
motivates and encourages us to hear His Word when it is 
spoken and proclaimed. Even during a pandemic when you’re 
watching online or sitting in the sanctuary and feel like there 



are not too many people here. He does so that no matter 
how weak we might feel in our faith at times, we might 
continue to grow in His Word.  

God’s grace is truly amazing. And while we feel good about 
ourselves whenever we do something good, when it comes 
to our salvation, God has already chosen for us. Our only 
choice is to reject God’s message of salvation. Because He 
already sent His Son, Jesus Christ, who died and rose again 
for us so that we might have eternal life in Him. And even 
sent us His Spirit through baptism, that we might have faith 
to believe in this extraordinary event and trust in Him as we 
live out our lives as His hands and feet during the ordinary 
events of this world. Sharing His love and caring for those 
around us, those in need, trusting and believing in Him even 
when we hear hard teachings.  

So, can you have faith without trust? Many will still get 
offended and chose to reject Jesus and His Words. Some, in 
their own logic and reasoning, may even try to twist His 
Words to suit it for their own purposes. But no one can come 
to Him unless it is granted him by the Father. And faith 
comes to us from God, that we may trust and believe that 
Jesus is the Bread of Life, the holy one of God. For in the end, 
as St. John wrote in his first epistle, “everyone who has been 
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world – our faith. Who is it that 
overcomes the world except for the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4) May you always 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God who brings to you eternal 
life, that you may live with Him both now and always.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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Can you have faith without trust? Every day people trust that 
certain things will happen. That the sun will rise in the 
morning and set in the evening. Days will come and go. Your 
car will start, and you can go where you need to go. People 
have faith in the ordinary things, and believe it or not, they 
can also have faith in the extraordinary things as well, 
especially when it comes to faith in Jesus.  

This morning, in our Gospel reading, we heard the 
continuation of John chapter 6, when Jesus shared that He is 
the Bread of Life. If you remember, after feeding the 5,000 
and walking on the water, He had crossed to the other side 
and was teaching the crowds that He is the true bread that 
came down from heaven that gives life to the world. 
Whoever comes to Him shall not hunger. And whoever 
believes in Him shall never thirst. Because He gives His flesh 
for food and His blood for drink.  

In human terms though, when we apply logic to His 
statement…this is a hard teaching to believe. And not 
surprisingly, the Jews who heard Jesus speak this message in 
the synagogue that day in Capernaum began to grumble. Just 
like we do at times when we try to rely on our own strength 
and reasoning when we ought to simply trust and believe in 
Jesus. And even though grumblers don’t take their 
complaints to the one who can resolve their issue, Jesus 
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knowing them as He did, tried to help them better 
understand. He said to them, that, unlike their forefathers 
who ate the manna in the wilderness and died, if they ate the 
bread of life, they would have eternal life and He would raise 
them up again on the last day.  

It was a hard message for them and others to hear, so much 
so that even some of His own disciples began to grumble. So, 
He said to them, “Do you take offense at this? What if you 
were to see the Son of Man ascending to where He was 
before?” (v.61b, 62)  

In our world today there are some who apply their own 
wisdom and logic to Jesus and His message and have trouble 
believing. It certainly doesn’t help that the world continues - 
as it has in the past - to challenge what God has to say. It 
seems the world offers all kinds of temptations for people to 
give in to and to give up on God.  

And when that happens, in our sinfulness, we think that 
we’re somehow wiser than God and His Word. And 
somehow, because of our dominion over the rest of creation, 
we don’t really have to listen or pay attention to God or His 
Word. Instead, in our own reasoning and logic, we should 
simply do what we want, when we want, so that we can 
simply please ourselves. 

“Don’t they know who I am?” That’s what the man said to his 
wife who was next to him at the DMV when he went to get 
his license renewed. While the clerk behind the counter 
regarded him as just another person, he continued to do his 
job as he had for countless others before him. But the man’s 
wife who knew who he was and where he had come from, 
replied, “Yeah, you’re the plumber’s son who just happened 
to get lucky.”  



Where earthly wisdom and human intelligence ends, faith 
continues to believe in the hard teachings of Jesus. Jesus 
knows everything there is to know about us. He knows the 
very words that we need to hear, what we need to 
understand and believe. Through His Word, He brings to us 
His Spirit to help us believe in the Good News, that through 
His death and resurrection our sins are forgiven and we 
receive eternal life.  

This isn’t something that we could do ourselves, or even 
believe on our own. And yet, God doesn’t entrust this to our 
own understanding or decision-making abilities. Rather, 
despite our sinfulness, He does everything for us that we 
might be saved. And it was His choice to share with us His 
love, grace, and mercy so that we might be given the faith to 
trust and believe in the message of our salvation.  

And it was His choice to send His Spirit that we might be able 
to live out our lives of faith. Because each one of us is born 
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