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On March 20, 1775 a 39 year old Christian red haired fair skinned man
stood up at the 2™ Virginia Convention at St. John’s Church in Rich-
mond. People had gathered there to discuss how to deal with the tyran-
ny and oppression of Great Britain and King George III. They wanted
freedom. This young follower of Christ was Patrick Henry and he ut-
tered words that became the spark that would light the fires of freedom
that have burned brightly now for 240 years. He said IS LIFE SO
DEAR OR PEACE SO SWEET AS TO BE PURCHASED AT THE
PRICE OF CHAINS AND SLAVERY? Forbid it Almighty God. 1
KNOW NOT WHAT COURSE OTHERS MAY TAKE; BUT AS FOR
ME - GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE ME DEATH. Put another way,
Patrick Henry could have said, LET FREEDOM RING, the refrain of
My Country tis of thee.

As we conclude our sermon series on Galatians, we are reminded on
this special weekend that we are free indeed, and we celebrate it both
in our country and in our faith life. Paul had said in Chapter 5, YOU
WERE CALLED TO BE FREE. Freedom is our calling, the calling of
every person. Who calls us to freedom, God does. And in our text for
this morning, Chapter 6, God tells us through St. Paul how we live as
free people. Paul uses a fun illustration. We all know the nursery
rhyme, MARY, MARY QUITE CONTRARY, HOW DOES YOU
GARDEN GROW. So how does your garden grow, not your vegie or
flower garden but your spiritual garden. A lot of lawns and gardens are
stressed already with the lack of rain. Is your spiritual garden stressed
also because of a lack of prayer, a lack of meditating on God’s will and
word for your life, a lack of response to the good news of the Gospel,
that God loves you. Other religions/denominations say, IF I obey, God
will love me. The Gospel says, BECAUSE God loves me, I WILL
obey. I am free to sow and to reap because I am right with God through
Jesus Christ.



We operate with laws; you know the law of gravity, what goes up must
come down. You know Murphy’s Law. If something could go wrong,
it will. Maybe you have been a living example of that law — you got out
of bed this morning and sprained your ankle. You went to take a show-
er and there was no hot water. You put on your favorite outfit to come
to church and spilled coffee all over it; you back the car out of the gar-
age and run over your kid’s bike and puncture a tire. And that’s in just
the first 30 minutes of your day. Here is a new law, the law of sowing;
you reap what you sow; you reap after you sow; you reap more than
you sow. Paul says it like this; DO NOT BE DECEIVED, GOD IS
NOT MOCKED, FOR WHATEVER ONE SOWS, THAT WILL HE
ALSO REAP. FOR THE ONE WHO SOWS TO HIS OWN FLESH
WILL FROM THE FLESH REAP CORRUPTION, BUT THE ONE
WHO SOWS TO THE SPIRIT WILL FROM THE SPIRIT REAP
ETERNAL LIFE.

You reap what you sow. We say, Paul we know that. We don’t look at
the thistles in our garden and say, “Sure glad I planted those; they look
so healthy; I can’t wait for the peas they will produce.” We don’t look
at the crab grass coming up now and say, “This is the best crop ever — I
can’t wait for the corn it will produce.” And Paul responds, “You
sound so smart about your physical garden, are you smart about your
spiritual garden.” Christian, how does your garden grow? I have some
sunflower seeds that I am going to plant; these are to produce GIANT
sunflower s. Are you willing to sow giant faith seeds so you can have a
GIANT harvest?

Paul told the people of Galatia in the opening verses of his letter that he
was surprised they were using an outdated and false garden book to do
their sowing. He was amazed that they so quickly turned to another
gospel, which was really living under the law, which made them slaves
to sin and they reaped death and destruction. Be a free person, you are
free indeed, living in the love of Jesus Christ for each of you. This is
not an “anything goes —; every man for himself kind of sowing: it is not
a call to irresponsibility, but to responsibility. The free man is a moral
man, a blessing to our country, one who makes a difference because
they love Christ and our country. Freedom does not mean license to do
as we please, but to do what pleases God, free to serve, to minister, to
love, to care for. Freedom heightens responsibility for we reap what we
sow. If we sow to the Holy Spirit, with His help we will reap big time.
God will hold us responsible for how we use the Holy Spirit, who leads
us to glory in the cross of Jesus Christ. For it is at the foot of the cross,



that we stand, staring at a dying body that should have been our body,
staring at blood shed for punishment that should have been ours. And
we watch His dead body put in a grave that should have been our grave.
Many of you know I hate deer, as I have Lyme disease from a deer tick.
But last week I was really mad at them. Almost every year I plant an
Easter lily. Last week I counted 24 Easter blossoms in full bloom and it
was glorious. That night a deer or two came into our yard and ate every
open bloom and every bud. Now they can destroy my Easter lilies, but
nothing can destroy the power of Easter in our lives. It is the risen
Christ Who sends the Holy Spirit to help us be free and plant the right
seeds in our spiritual garden. Paul says, if you want to glory in some-
thing, go to Calvary and the empty tomb and you will have more than
enough to glory in.

What kind of seeds are you sowing? First, plant some “restore” seeds.
IF ANYONE IS CAUGHT IN ANY TRANGRESSION, YOU WHO
ARE SPIRITUAL SHOULD RESTORE HIM IN A SPIRIT OF GEN-
TLENESS. This is the acid test for a free person. Instead of “restore”
flowers, do we plant, “look at him flowers”, look at him, he says he is a
Christian, but he lives only for money and possessions; look at him, he
gets drunk; look at him, he treats his wife badly and doesn’t spend
time with his children; look at him. The Bible says, IF YOU LORD
MARK INIQUITIES, O LORD WHO CAN STAND? BUT THERE IS
FORGIVENESS WITH YOU. Forgiveness with and from God. What
grace and mercy. Feeling that forgiveness from God, we sow seeds to
harvest a big crop of forgiveness. Free to forgive, that’s what we are.
Mary, Mary, how are you forgiving and restoring? Or do we hold
grudges, break off relationships, and keep mental accounts of those who
have offended us? Plant “restores" seeds, the hybrid kind that comes
with gentleness. Pull out p restore seeds don’t bear a crop. It’s so sim-
ple — Jesus forgives me — I am free, | must forgive.

Sow some SHARING seeds, some burden bearing seeds. Martin Lu-
ther once said that you should have strong shoulders and stout legs to
carry the weaknesses and burdens of others. We can’t bear their blame
or God’s anger at others; we can’t save them, or even ourselves. But
Christ can and did. WE can share, love, help carry the burdens of life
with those around us. Develop a sense of responsibility to help bear the
burden of loneliness, of sorrow w or grief, the burden of being without
a job, the burden of not knowing how to respond to a certain situation
that is tearing a family apart. Direct them to the Good Shepherd Who
cares for each sheep. First, cast all your care on Him because He cares



for you. Then invite others to do that same. Sow sharing seeds and
carry the burdens of others.

Plant, all over your garden, “do gooder seeds” Let us do good to every-
one, especially to those of the household of faith.” WE are doing it
again with raising money and sending supplies to West Virginia where
floods have washed through hollows and robbed people of homes and
possessions. Being free in Christ doesn’t mean to just stop doing evil.
Being free means that we actively and intentionally look for human
needs where we can show mercy and share and care for one another.
Start with the household of faith — these people under this roof, and the
roofs of other churches. Look for opportunities to do good. Let me
know if you can’t find many opportunities. Talk with someone from
the groups who came back from servant trips to Haiti and Guatemala.
Plant some Red Bull seeds. Keep awake and never tire of doing well.
LELT US NOT GROW WEARY OF DOING GOOD, FOR IN DUE
SEASON WE WILL REAP IF WE DO NOT GIVE UP. Often it is
easy to feel ‘STOP THE WORLD I WANT TO GET OFF.” Things
seem hopeless so why try to do anything about it.” But with God all
things are possible. Try to do things by yourself and it won’t come off.
Try with Christ, refusing to give up, drinking Red Bull or taking —no-
dox pills to keep you alert, don’t quit. With the Holy Spirit’s help,
don’t grow weary of improving your life or the lives of others. You are
free — don’t quit. God never gives up on us.

You are free — July 4™ says we are free as citizens of this great country.
Tomorrow spend 5 minutes at least praying for our country. Vote,
make a difference in your community. It took sacrifices to get here and
will take more to stay free. July 3™ and every day, the cross of Jesus
says you are free, because He loves you. The Holy Spirit will guide
your harvest.

VIDEO

Go ahead plant your garden. Sow the right seeds and marvel at the
harvest the Holy Spirit brings. As you come to the altar, pray “let free-
dom ring in me and through me and reap eternal life..” In Christ,
Amen.



