The OSWLC
Experience
September 15, 2019

exploreGod SERIES—WEEK TWO—IS THERE A GOD?
We all have questions about God, faith, and purpose. What if there was a safe place to ask?
There is now! It’s called “exploreGod.” You can participate by listening to the sermon series or
joining the exploreGod discussion group, led by church member Jonathan Halls, a professional
facilitator, today at 9:30 am in the Great Room. This week's question that will be discussed is
"Is there a God?"

WELCOME!

Each week is an independent discussion. Feel free to attend every session or come as you are
able and invite a friend or neighbor to join us. We hope you will join us at 9:00 am for snacks
and fellowship before the discussion begins.
We are excited about this new series and hope you will consider participating.

MMSLG UPDATE
Church Nominating Committee
OSWLC is holding elections for church officers and members of the Mission and Ministry Servant
Leaders’ Group (MMSLG) and the Open Arms Board of Governance at the November Voter’s Assembly. In preparation for that election, we are forming a Nominating Committee to identify individuals
to be candidates for these very important positions.

We are excited that God has
brought you here to worship
with us today! We invite all
first-time visitors to stop by
the Welcome Center in the
Lobby for more information
about our church and a
small gift. Baked goods are
available at the kitchen
window, courtesy of Panera
Bread, before and after all
worship services.
Please help yourself!

If you would like to serve on the Nominating Committee or have suggestions for candidates, please
contact Congregation Vice President, Michael Meese, at (571) 388-8777 or email him at
Michael.j.meese@gmail.com.

GET CONNECTED
Please fill out the pew pad when it is passed
during the service to let us know of your
presence today. We would love to get you
connected to our congregation. We offer a
Discipleship Series class especially for those
new to our church. A list of our classes and
groups is available at the Welcome Center.
If you are interested in membership, please
contact Pastor Peterson:
Pastor.Peterson@oswlc.org.

Forming Relationships

HOLY COMMUNION
We celebrate Communion at every Sunday
worship service. We invite all baptized
Christians who recognize the real presence
of Jesus Christ in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion to join us at the Lord’s Table.
If you have a wheat, dairy, or corn allergy,
wafers made from rice and potato flour are
available from the elder in the center. For
expectant mothers and others sensitive to
alcohol, white grape juice is available in
the center of the tray of individual glasses.

Experiencing Jesus Together

CHILDREN WELCOME
If you have children, we have a nursey available for children age 3 and under. The
nursery is at the bottom of the ramp to the
left of the sanctuary. Nursery is available
weekly during the 9:30 and 11:00 am services, and at the 8:00 am service upon request. Grace Place, our Sunday School, is
available for ages 2 to 18 during the 9:30 am
service during the school year. See an usher
for directions.

Sharing God’s Love

YOUTH @ OSWLC
Grace Place
For ages 2 through 6th grade
New this year, we will start our time together with a large group opening with fun music,
a message, and activities in the Fellowship Hall. Teachers and youth helpers will take
kids to their classes after the opening. Please be sure to sign-in each week; parents will
still sign kids out from their classroom.
Each family needs to fill out a new registration form. Pick up a form at our sign-in table
or download it from the church website. We need a form from each family to ensure we
have up-to-date contact information, any allergies, and other helpful information about
your kids.

HAVE A
FOR
JESUS AND KIDS?
We are in need of more Grace Place teachers
for the fall. If you are called to serve our
young ones by sharing your faith and Jesus
with them, please contact Barb Yarbrough at
Barb@oswlc.org.
Classroom teachers are supplied with materials.
Please consider volunteering!

Middle School Movie Night
September 21st at 7:00 pm
All middle school students and their friends are welcome to join us on the OSW large
playground on Saturday, September 21st, from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, for an outdoor
movie night! Emily will provide popcorn and lemonade. Students are invited to bring
other snacks to share. If the weather doesn’t cooperate we will move inside.
RSVP to Emily Sonstroem at Emily@oswlc.org by Thursday, September 19th.

2019 High School Fall Retreat
November 1st through 3rd, 2019
Mar-Lu-Ridge Retreat Center
Registration Deadline: September 29th
This High School fall retreat will be a Quake-style retreat
with other churches from the Northern Virginia area. It will be an event you don’t want
to miss! To register, submit the registration form with your payment to Ray Dubert.
Cost: $125—Covers food and lodging for the weekend.
For additional details and to register, please go to www.oswlc.org/2019HSRetreat.
Questions? Contact Raymond Dubert at (703) 858-9254 or Raymond@oswlc.org.

Miss a Sunday?
Listen to the Lutheran Hour
broadcast on WFAX 100.7
at 11:00 am or 10:00 pm.

Looking for the
sermon text & notes?
Go to the OSWLC website,
under the “Connect” tab to
find them. The publications
are also on the website under the “Member” tab.

Open Arms Annual "Back to School" Pancake Dinner
September 20th at 5:00 pm
Celebrate the start of a new school year with Open Arms' "Back-to-School" Pancake Dinner. Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Friday, September 20th from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm
for pancakes and fellowship. Tickets are currently on sale for $5.00 per person. Tickets
can be purchased at the door for $7.00 per person.
Vendors & Sponsors:
Have a home business? We are inviting vendors to set-up shop during this time. Registration fee is $50 and a table will be provided.
We are also looking for sponsors for this event. Sponsorships begin at $50.

•

$50-$199 - your logo will be featured on the event
placemats.

•

$200+ - your logo will be featured on the event placements and on table tents.

If you have any questions, contact Leeann de Kock at
Leeann.dekock@openarms-ccdc.org.

The OSWLC Experience
We hope you are enjoying “The OSWLC
Experience.”
If you or a family member would like a printed copy of The OSWLC Experience and sermon notes to be mailed, just contact the
church office by phone at 703-858-9245, or
email churchoffice@oswlc.org.
Weekly archives will be posted online, so you
can always get a copy if you miss one.
We hope everyone will benefit from this enhanced weekly communication. Please take
one home!

This Week’s Note From the Pastor
During the Sundays in September and October we will be discussing 7 BIG QUESTIONS about God. Today’s BIG QUESTION:
“Is there a God?” For the majority of human history the overwhelming answer to this question has been “Yes!” During the
Age of Enlightenment (18th century), this fundamental belief began to be questioned. And yet, we all have something within
us that yearns to know the value and meaning of life. Exploring our purpose and who God is—this is key to any faith journey.
-Pastor Mann

MAKING CONNECTIONS
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:30 am
Bible Study in the library with Louis Schaffer (Louisschafer@yahoo.com) - In-depth Bible study where
we feed on God's Word to empower our faith, life, and love. This class will decide what book they will
study.
Lead Like Jesus in room #5 with Caroline Broemmer (Caroline.broemmer@gmail.com) - Dr. John
Townsend, psychologist, leadership expert and co-author of the New Your Times bestselling Boundaries,
shows you how we need the fuel of "Relational Nutrients" from others, and, in turn, we can then provide
them to others. People Fuel outlines the twenty-two relational nutrients we all need to cultivate good
relationships that provide energy, focus, and the support you need to succeed.
Discussions in Family Life in room #4b with Ben Scarboro (Bensfaith@gmail.com) and Luanne
Flom (Luanneflom@gmail.com) Back to Basics: The ABC's of Christian Living by John MacArthur. This
class will be focusing on. This is a timeless six-week survey of the bedrock principles of Christianity-and
how to anchor our life to them.
Faith Connect in room #3 with Pastor Mike Delancy (Mdelancy@usa.net) - This is a six-week membership class that begins on September 29th for those new to OSWLC and for anyone who wishes to
review the basic teachings of the Christian faith. Faith connect will help you connect to God, to Our Savior's Way Lutheran Church, and to new friends.
exploreGod in the Great Room with Jonathan Halls and Pastor Peterson (Pastor.Peterson@oswlc.org)This is a seven-week class and the goal is to provide a safe environment where members can seek credible answers to challenging spiritual questions. Questions include: Does life have a purpose? Is there a
God? Why does God allow pain and suffering?

New Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study - "Making Sense of the Bible"
Join Pastor Mann on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am in the library as he begins a new DVD Bible study Making Sense of the Bible. This series features Adam Hamilton discussing his ideas in sex sessions.
We hope you will join this discussion.

New Ladies' Tuesday Evening Bible Study
The ladies' Tuesday evening Bible study meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month and they will be
studying The Faithful - Heroes of the Old Testament. A new session started this week, but feel free to
join! Questions? Contact Ramona Meese at Ramona.meese@gmail.com.

New Crossways Class—Genesis through Revelation
Ever wish you had a better grasp of the message of the Bible and how the message relates to you and
your family? Crossways is a faith enriching, life-changing course that will offer you a road map for an
unforgettable journey through the entire Bible. Crossways focuses on God’s clear message of salvation in
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Students will have a chance to read the whole bible, see how the
different books are connected to God’s message of hope and salvation, and understand how Jesus fulfilled the scriptures and God’s plan to bless all generations with God’s redeeming love.
This class meets on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the Library. To register or to get more information contact
Pastor Mike Delancy at Mdelancy@usa.net.

Join a
Bible study
and/or a
DLT Group
today!

How Happiness HappensNew Monday Evening
Bible Study
Beginning September 16th, this
class meets on the 1st and 3rd
Mondays each month in the Music Room from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm.
How long has it been since you
felt a level of contagious, infectious, unstoppable happiness? In
a recent survey, only 1/3 of Americans said they were happy. How
can this be? Education is accessible to most. We’ve advanced in
everything from medicine to technology. In this 6-session study,
taught by Pastor Mann, based on
a book by Max Lucado, we will
discover an unexpected path to a
lasting happiness that produces
reliable joy in any season of life.
How Happiness Happens is
based on the teachings of Jesus
and backed by modern research.
It presents a surprising but practical way of living that will change
you from the inside out.
We hope you will attend!

MAKING CONNECTIONS (CONTINUED)
First Connect Luncheon and Fellowship
Sunday, September 22nd, from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm, in the Great Room
If you are new to OSWLC and desire to learn more about our congregation, our ministry, and meet the members of our staff, you are invited to attend this event. First Connect is the first step along the discipleship path at OSWLC. It is a good opportunity to
ask questions, learn information about various ministries, and to meet new friends.
Childcare is available if needed. Please register with Pastor Peterson.
Questions? Contact Pastor Peterson at Pastor.Peterson@oswlc.org.

Training for Ushers, Readers, and
Communion Assistants
October 19th at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary
If you are interested in becoming an usher, reader, or communion assistant, please join the
Elders on Saturday, October 19th at 9:00 am in
the Sanctuary for training.
We hope to see you there!

DLT Groups
Below are the DLT groups that are beginning this week. If you have not already
signed up and wish to do so, please contact the DLT group leader below.
Purcellville area– Led by Jonathan and Sharon Halls. The day and time have yet
to be determined. Contact Sharon at Onecrazyrunner@hotmail.com.
Youth Parent DLT - 4:30 pm Sundays at Starbucks at Broadlands Center
Plaza - Led by Kristi Newton. Contact Kristi at Knewton1207@gmail.com.
Multi-generational group in Ashburn - Wednesday Evening at 7:00 pm.
Led by Daney Carlin. This group will meet for dinner.
Contact Daney Carlin at Daney.carlin@gmail.com.
Multi-generational group in Ashburn - Wednesday Evening at 6:30 pm.
Led by Emily Sonstroem. Contact Emily Sonstroem at
Emily@oswlc.org.

Chili Dinner & Music Benefit Concert
October 19th at 6:00 pm in the Great Room
We hope you will join us for a chili & music
benefit concert on October 19th. Dinner will
begin at 6:00 pm, followed by music at 7:00 pm
in the OSW Great Room.
Donations will benefit a new keyboard for the
sanctuary. Bring a pot of chili or salad to share.
Donations checks can be made out to OSWLC by
noting "Benefit Concert" on the memo line.
We hope you will join us!

Sterling area - Saturday afternoons or evenings. Led by Gilbert and Cecilia
Kajuna. Contact Gilbert and Cecilia at Kajunag@gmail.com.

Mosaic Virginia's 25th Anniversary
Gala —“Heroes Among Us”

Brambleton area - Fridays 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm. Led by Ray and Emily Dubert
at their home. Contact Ray and Emily at
Raymond@oswlc.org.

November 12th at 6:30pm
The Washington Dulles Hilton

Gainesville area - Tuesday evenings. Led by Jim Burgess and his wife, Nancy
Rector. Contact Jim and Nancy at Neorta02@gmail.com.

Rise Against Hunger Event October 6th
Set-up at 8:00 am, Meal Packing 9:30 am and 11:00 am, Clean-up 12:15 pm
Rise Against Hunger provides a hands-on opportunity for the congregation, friends,
and neighbors to serve by packing needed meals for distribution in third world countries. Volunteers are needed to unload the truck, pack meals, and clean-up after the
event. We also will be raising $5,500 to pay for the 25,000 meals we will be packing.
How Do I Register or Donate?
Online: You can register for the event and/or donate funds for meals by clicking on
events.riseagainsthunger.org/OSW. Online registration and giving will close on
September 30th.
At Church: You can sign up in the Narthex during September or provide donations
through envelopes provided in the bulletin or Narthex. Donations can be made via
check to Our Savior's Way Lutheran Church with “Rise Against Hunger” listed in the
memo line.
Questions? Contact Gwen Kennedy at (703)347-2862 or Kennedgm@gmail.com.

You are invited to sit with us at our OSWLC and
LFL tables. We are excited to hear and meet the
featured speaker, Abby Johnson, former
Planned Parenthood director, author of the book
upon which the blockbuster hit movie
“Unplanned”, was based, and founder of “And
Then There Were None.” There is no charge to
attend this event, although Mosaic welcomes
your generous donations to help continue their
mission to help women and families.
NoVA LFL and Our Savior’s Way have reserved
tables. You can search for our tables, and reserve
your seat with our groups on the registration
page. This event is almost full, so register now
for free at mosaic-virginia.org/gala.
Questions? Contact Kevin Dantuma at (808)234
-3378 or Kld@usa.com, or Donna Pople at
(724)713-6306 or Donnapople@yahoo.com.

HEART HEALTH HAPPENING TODAY
Do You Know Your Numbers? Stop in This Sunday and
Find Out!
About 103 million adult Americans, 1 in 3 of us, have high blood pressure also known as Hypertension, but only about half have their blood
pressure under control? High blood pressure is the leading risk factor
for heart and kidney diseases as well as stroke, heart attack, and heart
failure. Knowledge and self-care are critical to managing high blood
pressure and improving health outcomes.
Lynda Goodfriend, RN, MSN, a member of OSWLC is looking for volunteers to participate in her project titled “The Effect of Hypertension
Education on Knowledge, Lifestyle Behavior and Blood Pressure in a
Faith-Based Setting.” To be eligible to participate in the project, parishioners must be age 40 and over AND have a self-report diagnosis of
Hypertension/High Blood Pressure, OR taking blood pressure medicines OR have a blood pressure of 130/80 or over when taken at a
screening session. Participation in this project is voluntary and involves
attending one screening session, attending 2 educational classes, attending one follow-up session, filling out surveys and getting your blood
pressures taken.

Project schedule details:
Blood pressure screening/
enrollment: Today, and Sunday, September 22nd and 29th
after each service in Pastor
Justin’s old office.
Two 1-hour educational classes:
First class: Sunday, October 13th at 10:30 am or 12:30 pm
Second class: Sunday, October 20th at 10:30 am or 12:30 pm
Follow-up session:
Sunday, November 3rd at 10:30 am or 12:30 pm
All classes and follow-up sessions will be held in Room 9 at OSWLC. A
healthy lunch will be provided at the educational classes. Questions
about this project can be directed to Lynda Goodfriend at (703)7278831 or lgoodfri@gwu.edu.
“Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and
that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting
along well.” - 3 John 2.

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
Who can believe that summer is coming to a
close and school is back in session? Amos'
summer was full of adventures that included
four flights and many miles in the car. One of
Amos' first trips was to Virginia Beach where
he provided love and comfort to the first responders and employees who worked on-site
at the Virginia Beach shooting site. It was a
tough weekend, but Amos was able to provide
compassion and comfort for those hurting and
in need.

the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis.
It was an incredible experience where he made
so many new friends and was able to share love
with all of them. Amos' second big trip was to
Chicago for the 2019 Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Conference. While there, Amos and
100 other Comfort Dogs, met fans and got to
reconnect with many of the trainers that
helped them grow into amazing Comfort Dogs.
Another highlight from the conference was the
visit to Camp Hometown Heroes. Amos and
his veteran handler were humbled by the chilAmos was honored to serve multiple honor
dren at the camp who have experienced the
flights that arrived from Chicago where he was
loss of a parent. Amos and 12 other comfort
on hand to thank and greet all of the wonderful
dogs were deployed and helped support these
servicemen that served in World War II, the
children whose parents lost their lives while
Korean War, and the Vietnam War. These serserving our country.
vicemen received a warm welcome at Dulles
airport and then traveled to Washington DC to Along with these events, Amos continued his
see the memorials from the wars they fought.
regular visits to the VA Hospital, Potomac Falls
Rehabilitation, and also added visits to Ashby
Amos had two big trips this summer. Amos'
Ponds. In between his two big trips of the sumfirst airplane ride of the summer took him to
mer, Amos had the opportunity to serve the
children attending McLean Bible summer
camp as well as Vacation Bible School at
OSWLC. Needless to say, Amos had an actionpacked summer but he also had downtime to
rest between these big trips. After spending his
first summer in Virginia, he has learned that it
is hot here! He had to go for his morning walks
a little earlier than normal and walk on the

shadier side of the street. Playtime during the
day happened inside in air conditioning. Amos
is looking forward to visiting schools again and
meeting up with all of his friends.
Amos’ ministry is based solely on donations, if
you would like to contribute to his ministry
you can make a donation by noting “Comfort
Dog Ministry” on your giving check or you can
make a donation through the link below.
Thank you for your support!
Amos and the entire Comfort Dog Team

THIS WEEK @ OSWLC
Sunday, September 15
8:00 & 9:30 am Traditional Worship Service
9:30 am
Bible Study Groups
9:30 am
exploreGod Discussion
9:30 am
Grace Place
11:00 am
Praise & Worship Service
3:15 pm
MS Faith Conversations
4:30 pm
HS Youth Group
4:30 pm
Confirmation
5:00 pm
JC’s Kids Practice
Monday, September 16
8:00 am
Men’s Group at Panera
9:30 am
GriefShare
7:00 pm
Pastor Mann’s Bible Study
7:00 pm
GriefShare
Tuesday, September 17
10:00 am
Ladies’ Bible Study
1:15 pm
Stephen Ministry Leaders
Meeting
7:00 pm
MMSLG Meeting
Wednesday, September 18
10:30 am
Ministry Group Meeting
4:00 pm
Chimes/Bells Practice
6:45 pm
Music Potluck
7:30 pm
Choir Practice

Thursday, September 19
6:30 am
4-1-1 Men’s Table at Panera
8:00 am
Morning Glories
10:00 am
Crossways
2:00 pm
Lansdowne Wood Bible Study
7:00 pm
Praise Team Practice
Friday, September 20
5:00 pm
OA Pancake Dinner
Saturday, September 21
7:00 pm
Middle School Movie Night
Sunday, September 22
8:00 am
Traditional Worship Service
9:30 am
Bible Study Groups
9:30 am
Grace Place
9:30 am
exploreGod Discussion
9:30 & 11:00 am Praise & Worship Service
12:30pm
First Connect Luncheon
12:30 pm
Youth Worship Band
Practice
4:30 pm
HS Youth Group
4:30 pm
Confirmation
6:00 pm
Mission Team Meeting
6:00 pm
Acolyte Training

STAFF OPENING
Open Arms Preschool Director Opening
Our Savior’s Way is currently sourcing candidates for the Director of Open Arms Christian Child
Development Center. Ideal candidates will have a minimum of two years leadership experience
within a childcare or preschool setting, experience leading a team, experience with budget development, analysis, and profit and loss management, as well as the ability to adapt to change, a genuine
love for children, and a strong commitment to education. Candidates must have a mature faith and
be an active member of a Christian church. A Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in Early Childhood
Education, Elementary Education, or related field is required. Candidates must meet the Program
Administrator/Director minimum qualifications set by the Virginia Department of Social Services.
A ministry of Our Savior’s Way Lutheran Church, Open Arms has provided a nurturing early childhood program within the framework of a family-centered, Christian community for almost 20
years. We welcome families of all denominations and backgrounds, and offer full-day, half-day, and
after school programs as well as our summer program, Camp Glow.
Resumes and cover letters may be submitted to Erin Matusek in Human Resources at
erin@oswlc.org. For a full listing, search for Open Arms CCDC on Indeed.

OUR STAFF
Pastor Bill Mann
Pastor.Mann@oswlc.org
Pastor Tyson Labuhn
Pastor.Labuhn@oswlc.org
Pastor Eric Peterson
Pastor.Peterson@oswlc.org
Pastor Ralph Wiechmann
Pastor.Wiechmann@oswlc.org
Ned Waterhouse
Director, Open Arms
Ned.Waterhouse@openarmsccdc.org
Raymond Dubert
Director, Family Life & Youth
Raymond@oswlc.org
Emily Sonstroem
Minister to Youth & Young Adults
Emily@oswlc.org
Barb Yarbrough
Faith Life Encourager
Barb@oswlc.org
Nikki Deacon
Fellowship & Women’s Ministry
Nikki@oswlc.org
Erin Matusek
Human Resources
Erin@oswlc.org
Joe Kumke
Facility Manager
Joe@oswlc.org
Jeff Barnes
Director, FinanceJeff@oswlc.org
Sally Molina
Staff Accountant
Roslaine@oswlc.org
Mark Carter, Jr.
AV Manager
Mark@oswlc.org
Rhonda Fadeley
Church Office
Churchoffice@oswlc.org

SERVICES
8:00 am—Traditional
9:30 am—Traditional—9/15
Praise & Worship—9/22
11:00 am—Praise & Worship

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
9/21—Organ Re-dedication Concert at St. John’s Lutheran Church
9/22—First Connect Lunch/Acolyte Training
9/29—Faith Connect Classes Begin
10/6—Rise Against Hunger Event/Patrick Henry College Chorale to Sing
10/12—Fall Clean Up
10/13—Faith Based Hypertension Program Begins
10/19—Chili & Music Benefit Concert
11/1—OA Fall Fest
11/2—Crescent Project Banquet

Our Savior’s Way
Lutheran Church
Open Arms CCDC
43115 Waxpool Road
Ashburn, VA 20148
Phone: 703-858-9254
www.oswlc.org

